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Welcome to the first “Annual Report” 
for The Gold Star Mission !

 
This report is for you ,  highlighting
your role and contributions into
making The Gold Star Mission

successful !  Your participation in an
event ,  volunteering to make things

happen ,  your ongoing donations ,  and
most importantly your continued

sacrifices ,  have been unwavering as
we honor our Fallen Heroes and their

Gold Star Families !
 

The past four years have taken us on
an inspiring journey of community
connection ,  camaraderie ,  and new
memories with Illinois '  Gold Star
Families of our Fallen Heroes .  We
deeply appreciate each one of you

taking us along .  The Gold Star
Mission will remain relevant and

focused on serving Gold Star Families
and be poised for future success due

to your continued support !
 

Starting in 2021 ,  The Gold Star
Mission will complete the Annual

Report yearly .
 

A L W A Y S  R E M E M B E R
N E V E R  F O R G E T
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A  l e t t e r  f r o m  G S M  P r e s i d e n t  

SSgt  Jacob  Frazier  became  the  I l l inois  National  Guard ’s  f irst  Service

member  kil led  in  action ,  post  September  11th ,  2001 .  He  was  24  years

young  when  he  self lessly  sacrif iced  his  l i fe  in  service  to  our  great

nation  on  a  battlefield  in  Afghanistan  March  29th ,  2003 .  For  many

years  I  kept  SSgt  Frazier ’s  photograph  on  my  off ice  wall  at  Camp

Lincoln ,  in  Springfield ,  I l l inois .  Far  too  often ,  people  with  no  direct

mil itary  aff i l iation ,  came  to  my  off ice  for  meetings .  Later  gesturing

towards  Jake ’s  picture ,  they 'd  ask ,  “Who ’s  that?”  I  would  always  tel l

the  same  story ,  how  he  was  the  f irst  post  9 /11 ,  how  he  was  a

0 2

Great ideas often have humble beginnings. Gold
Star Mission started with Jake.. .

tac t i ca l  combat  cont ro l l e r ,  how  he  was  I l l i no i s ’  on ly  Ai r  Guard  member  k i l l ed  i n  act ion  to  date ,  as

they  l i s tened  i n tent l y  about  th i s  amaz ing  Serv ice  member .  Jake  sac r i f i ced  h imse l f  on  fo re ign  so i l

wh i le  most  h i s  age  were  f in i sh ing  co l lege ,  s ta r t ing  caree r s  and  f ami l i e s .  Moreover ,  as  t ime  wore  on ,

rea l i za t ion  s t ruck  me ,  I  knew  l i t t l e  about  the  man  myse l f ,  I  actua l l y  needed  to  know  much  more

about  h im .  I  needed  to ,  fo r  I  wanted  to  te l l  the  s to ry  of  Jake ’ s  ‘dash ’ ,  the  shor t  l i ne  between  h i s  bi r th

and  death  that  so  def ined  h im .  I  wanted  to  accura te l y  te l l ,  and  ensure  that  h i s  s to ry ,  who  he  was ,

how  he  l i ved ,  would  Always  be  Remembered  and  Never  Forgot ten .

To  remember  our  Fa l len  Heroes ,  ensur ing  that  the i r  names  and  l egac ies  l i ve  on  fo reve r ,  a  group  of

ve te rans  and  mil i ta r y  suppor te r s  he ld  a  smal l  i n fo rmal  gather ing  i n  ear l y  spr ing  of  2017 .  From  th i s

inausp ic ious  group ,  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion  was  c reated .  Al l  present  shared  a  v i s ion .  The  v i s ion  became  our

miss ion :  Ampl i f y  the  vo ices  fo r  count les s  numbers  of  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s ,  f r i ends ,  and  communi t ie s

who  knew  these  Fa l len  Heroes .  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion  endeavor s  to  share  the  s to r ie s  of  the  Fa l len ,  to  f i l l

i n  the  gap  between  the  dates .

In  becoming  that  ampl i f i e r ,  ensur ing  these  s to r ie s  broadcas t  to  the  wides t  aud ience ,  Gold  Sta r

Mi s s ion  chose  to  take  on  phys ica l l y  cha l leng ing  events .  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion  deve loped  events  which

became  symbol i c  tes taments  to  the  sac r i f i ces ,  hardsh ips ,  and  l o s s  endured  by  those  who  knew  these

Fa l len  Heroes .  The  or ig ina l  event ,  a  500 -mile ,  fou r  day  cyc l ing  event  known  as  the  Gold  Sta r  500

would  be  theor i zed ,  planned ,  and  executed  i n  l e s s  than  n ine  months ,  co inc id ing  with  Gold  Sta r

Mother ’ s  Day  i n  September  2017 .  In  2018  we  added  a  20 -hour ,  200+  mile  cyc l ing  event  known  as  the

Genera l  Logan  200 .  Next ,  2019  would  see  the  add i t ion  of  a  mult i -di s tance  run  known  as  the  I l l i no i s

Go ld  Sta r  Run  fo r  the  Fa l len .  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion  fu r ther  added  our  vo ice  to  seve ra l  other  events ,

another  way  of  broadcas t ing  the  names  of  these  great  Amer ican ’ s  to  the  l a rges t  poss ib le  aud ience .

Dur ing  each  of  these  events ,  donat ions  were  co l lec ted  with  the  i n tent  of  award ing  academic

scho la r sh ips  to  young  men  and  women  pursu ing  h igher  educat ion  or  t rade  sk i l l s ,  these  young  men

and  women  exh ib i t ing  the  same  se l f l e s s  se rv i ce  and  ded icat ion  to  other s  as  the  f a l l en  Serv ice

members .  Our  u l t imate  measure  of  success  became  academic  scho la r sh ip  rec ip ients  l ea rn ing  about

the  So ld ie r ,  Ai rman ,  Sa i lo r  or  Mar ine  fo r  whom  the i r  i nd i v idua l  scho la r sh ip  i s  named  i n  honor  of .  The

process  of  get t ing  to  know  the  su rv i vo r s ,  l i s ten ing  to  the i r  s to r ie s  and  pass ing  them  a long  to

scho la r sh ip  rec ip ients ,  a l l  whi le  hear ing  scho la r sh ip  rec ip ients  share  the i r  ques t  fo r  knowledge  and

unders tand ing ,  a l lowed  us  to  broadcas t  to  a  much  greate r  aud ience .

Our  miss ion ,  our  hope  i s  that  our  Fa l len  Heroes  are  fo reve r  remembered ,  that  scho la r sh ip  rec ip ients

long  remember  and  never  fo rget ,  whi le  shar ing  the  s to r ie s  of  our  Fa l len ,  say ing  the i r  names ,  so  that

in  t ru th ,  these  Heroes  never  t ru l y  die .  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion  has  become  so  much  more  than  an

organ iza t ion ,  i t  i s  a  way  to  ensure  those  who  made  the  Ul t imate  Sacr i f i ce  did  not  do  so  i n  va in ,  and

that  Amer icans  everywhere  Always  Remember ,  and  Never  Forget  the  sac r i f i ces  of  those  who  make

th i s  great  count ry  what  i t  i s  today  –  a  symbol  of  f reedom  around  the  wor ld .

Dav id  Hel f r i ch  -  Pres ident ,  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion

W W W . G O L D S T A R M I S S I O N . O R G
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n i t a  c r o s s

I  feel  very  privi leged  to  be  associated  and  

a  part  of  the  Gold  Star  Mission .  My  name  is  Nita  

Cross ,  a  Gold  Star  mom  of  SFC  Kyle  Wehrly ,  who  

was  KIA  in  I raq  on  November  3 ,  2005 .  Only  those  

who  have  experienced  this  l i fe  changing  tragedy  

can  relate  to  what  i t  is  l ike  to  walk  in  our  shoes .   

My  husband ,  Rick ,  and  I  always  make  a  point  to  

attend  the  Gold  Star  ceremony  on  Veterans  Day  

at  the  I l l inois  State  Fair .  Attending  the  fair  back  in  

2017 ,  I  was  very  impressed  by  a  group ,  Gold  Star  

Mission ,  that  had  set  up  a  display  of  their  upcoming   

bicycle  r ide  to  honor  the  fal len .  I  was  introduced  to  

a  great  person ,  Tyler  Glynn ,  who  was  going  to  r ide  his  

bicycle  500  miles  in  honor  of  my  son ,  SFC  Kyle  

Wehrly .  He  put  my  son ’s  name  on  his  bicycle  and  

later  his  helmet  to  remember  him .  Tyler  had  never  

met  my  son  but  wanted  to  r ide  in  his  honor ,  he  also  

made  arrangements  to  come  to  Galesburg  and  meet

 Janet ,  my  daughter- in- law  and  Kylee ,  their  daughter .  

We  have  made  a  l i fetime  fr iendship  from  this .   

Unfortunately  my  husband  and  I  were  unable  to  attend  the  f irst  r ide  from  Cairo ,  IL  to  the  Chicago ,  IL  area .

Tyler  kept  us  informed  along  the  route ,  so  I  felt  I  was  truly  with  them  on  this  long  500  mile  journey .  We  told

the  Gold  Star  Mission  group  we  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  this  event  and  to  count  us  in  for  the  next  year .  This

was  one  of  the  best  decisions  I ’ve  made  to  help  others  and  myself .   

Words  can  not  describe  how  dedicated  these  individuals  are  in  r iding  for  the  fal len  soldiers  and  keeping

their  memory  alive  along  with  educating  the  public ,  to  never  forgetting  what  they  have  done  for  our  country .

Personally ,  I ’ve  been  able  to  meet  other  Gold  Star  famil ies  and  hear  their  stories  of  the  loss  of  their  loved

ones  and  their  l ives .  I  wonder  i f  the  Gold  Star  Mission  r iders  realize  just  how  many  l ives  they  have  touched

from  this  l i fe  changing  journey  they  make .  It  has  also  brought  up  great  memories  of  my  son  and  how  proud  I

am  of  his  l i fe  and  his  dedication  to  his  National  Guard  Unit .  I  have  both  laughed  with  this  spectacular  group

of  individuals  and  also  cried  with  them .  So  many  great  memories ,  and  Rick  as  a  professional  photographer

has  captured  so  many  precious  moments  of  the  past  few  r ides  for  everyone .   

I  truly  missed  not  having  the  Gold  Star  500  r ide  this  past  year  because  of  Covid-19 .  I  am  looking  forward  to

the  upcoming  r ide  in  September .  This  Gold  Star  500  r ide  and  the  individuals  who  attend  touches  me

personally ,  i t  may  have  been  15  years  since  the  loss  of  my  son  in  I raq  but  the  hurt  and  the  pain  are  sti l l  the

same  today .  I  have  shared  with  so  many  in  this  group  and  other  Gold  Star  famil ies  that  the  pain  and  loss

never  goes  away ,  but  you  just  learn  to  l ive  with  i t .  Also  we  need  to  make  sure  your  loved  ones  memory  is

remembered  and  keep  the  pride  of  them  serving .   

Thank  you  Gold  Star  Mission  for  keeping  the  memory  of  fal len  Service  members  alive  also  with  the  handing

out  of  scholarships  to  young  individuals ,  this  is  a  part  of  helping  our  next  generation  to  remember  and  never

forget .  In  closing  I  want  to  thank  everyone  who  has  touched  my  l i fe  from  the  Gold  Star  Mission ,  I  miss

everyone  and  wish  everyone  a  safe  journey  until  we  meet  again ,  you  will  never  know  how  much  you  have

encouraged  Rick ,  myself  and  my  family .

E V E R Y T H I N G  I S  D O N E  T O  A M P L I F Y  T H E  V O I C E S  O F  I L L I N O I S '  G O L D  S T A R
F A M I L I E S .  W E  A R E  H O N O R E D  T O  J O I N  T H E M  I N  T H E I R  J O U R N E Y .  

W W W . G O L D S T A R M I S S I O N . O R G
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Gold  Star  Miss ion  St rategy

Miss ion :   In sp i re  peop le  and  mobi l i ze  re sources  i n  se rv i ce  to  other s ;  as  a  l a s t ing

remembrance  of  our  Fa l len  Mi l i ta r y  Heroes .

Vis ion :   A  nat ion  of  communi t ie s  i n sp i red  to  Always  Remember ,  Never  Forget  the

names  of  Fa l len  Mi l i ta r y  Heroes ,  va lue  the i r  sac r i f i ces ,  and  honor  the i r  f ami l i e s .  

Object ives :   

•  Prov ide  Suppor t  to  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s ;

•  Ensure  Las t ing  Remembrance  of  our  Fa l len  Heroes ;  

•  Mobi l i ze  Resources ;  

•  In sp i re  Peop le .

Values :  

Honorab le  -  Be  worthy  of  the  t rus t  and  es teem  of  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s ,  the  Publ i c ,  and

our  Fa l len  Mi l i ta r y  Heroes .

Relevant  -  Be  per t inent  to  the  matte r  at  hand ;  i n  our  case ,  devot ion  to  pursu ing  our

ob jec t i ves  to  ach ieve  the  miss ion  of  remembrance  of  our  Fa l len  Mi l i ta r y  Heroes .

The  Gold  Sta r  Miss ion  was  es tab l i shed  i n  2017  i n  Spr ing f ie ld ,  I l l i no i s  a f te r  seve ra l  ve te rans

and  f r i ends ,  moved  by  s to r ie s  of  the  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s  that  l o s t  a  l oved  one  i n  Afghan i s tan

or  I r aq ,  took  act ion  to  he lp  other s  i n  need .  What  s ta r ted  as  a  des i re  to  prov ide  scho la r sh ips

fo r  su rv i v ing  ch i ld ren  has  evo l ved  i n to  widespread  e f fo r t  to  ass i s t  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s  and

other s  i n  need  i n  order  to  prese rve  the  memory  of  our  Fa l len  Heroes .
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The  best  way  to  start  describing  the  Gold  Star  500  is  with  a

quote  usually  attributed  to  Albert  Einstein .  

“ I  never  made  one  of  my  discoveries  

through  rational  thinking . ”   

 

The  init ial  concept  of  GS500  was  not  built  on  rational

thought  with  simple  goals .  As  this  idea  evolved  into  an

organized  event  with  veterans ,  state  troopers ,  donors ,  and

volunteers  ful ly  committed  to  participate ,  one  of  the

greatest  discoveries  was  about  to  occur .  
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In  i t s  i n fancy  GS500  began  as  a  500+  mile  endurance  bicyc le  event ,  not  an  uncommon

ath le t i c  exper ience  fo r  act i ve  cyc l i s t s .  However ,  the  ra t iona l  th ink ing  qu ick l y  l e f t  the

room  when  these  next  parameter s  were  added  on :  

1 .  500  miles ,  across  the  s ta te  of  I L ,  completed  i n  4  days .

2 .  Vete ran  on ly  cyc l i s t s ,  no  prev ious  bike  race  exper ience  requ i red .  

3 .  Cyc l i s t s  di smount  the i r  bikes  every  12 -20  miles  to  i n te rac t  with  communi t ie s .  

4 .  Organ ize  s leep  accommodat ions  i n  Nat iona l  Guard  Armor ies ,  on  cots .   

The  concept  of  the  Inaugura l  Gold  Sta r  500 ,  accord ing  to  E ins te in ' s  th ink ing ,  was  po i sed

to  make  great  di scove r ie s  and  did  so  with  an  unexpected  tw i s t  on  Day  1  of  the  r ide .

Temperatu res .  The  r ide r s  of  the  f i r s t  Gold  Sta r  500  endured  temperatu res  that  f a r

exceeded  the  norms ,  h i t t ing  the  mid  90 ’ s  da i l y !  However ,  the  team  qu ick l y  l ea rned  that

the  phys ica l  grue l ing  aspects  of  the  2017  Gold  Sta r  500  would  be  re la t i ve l y  mild  i n

compar i son  to  the  unexpected  emot iona l  j ou rney !  

Rider s  and  suppor t  teams  were  cont inua l l y  blessed  to  be  i n t roduced  to  s to r ie s  and

memor ies  of  our  I l l i no i s  Fa l len  Serv ice  members  and  the i r  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s .  I t  was  a

great  Honor  to  l ea rn  more  about  our  Fa l len  Heroes  f rom  the i r  f ami l i e s  and  f r i ends !  For

th i s  reason ,  the  team  was  never  shor t  of  i n sp i ra t ion  and  focus !   

Al though  the  r ide  s ta r ted  out  to  pay  Honor  and  Prese rve  the  memor ies  of  the  34  Fa l len

I l l ino i s  Nat iona l  Guardsmen ,  the  team  qu ick l y  rea l i zed  that  the  Gold  Sta r  500  must  be

b igger  and  more  i nc lus i ve .  I t  must  be  i n  honor  of  a l l  our  Fa l len  Heroes ,  which  to  date  i s

ove r  290  Serv ice  members  s ince  9 / 1 1 !  

At  prec i se l y  6am  on  Wednesday  September  23 ,  2017  the  Inaugura l  Gold  Sta r  500  k icked

of f  f rom  the  southern  most  t ip  of  I l l i no i s ,  For t  Def iance  Park  i n  Ca i ro .  Af te r  fou r  l ong ,  hot

days  and  500+  miles  l a te r ,  the  38  r ide r s  ar r i ved  at  Mt .  St .  Mary  Park  i n  St .  Char les  at  the

Sta te ’ s  Annua l  Gold  Sta r  Fami l y  Recogn i t ion  Day  Ceremony !   

L ike  E ins te in ’ s  quote ,  the  Gold  Sta r  500  was  not  c reated  with  sens ib le  parameter s  which

has  l ed  our  GS500  teams  to  count les s  unexpected  di scove r ie s .  Af te r  fou r  GS500 ’ s ,  the

team  has  rea l i zed  that  each  r ide  i s  un ique ly  di f fe rent  and  bet te r  than  the  prev ious .  Whi le

some  might  cons ider  GS500  r ide r s  l ack ing  ra t iona l  thought ,  the  many  r ide r s ,  suppor te r s

and  f ami l i e s  know  bet te r .  Not  i r r a t iona l ,  but  dete rmined  and  dr i ven ,  push ing  th rough

phys ica l  pa in  and  emot ions  to  honor  and  recogn ize  the  l i f e ,  se rv i ce ,  and  sac r i f i ces  of  our

Fa l len  Serv ice  members  and  our  Gold  Sta r  Fami l i e s !      

“Always  Remember  ~  Never  Forget ”
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GENERAL LOGAN 200
I N A U G U R A L

JUL 13 - 14
9 RIDERS

2 VOLUNTEERS

APR 20 - 21 144 ATTENDEESNGAI CONFERENCE

JUN 13 - 17 3 ATTENDEESVFW STATE CONFERENCE

JUL 11-14 3 ATTENDEESAMERICAN LEGION STATE

CONVENTION

AUG 12 6 ATTENDEES
IL STATE FAIR GOLD STAR

FAMILY + VETERAN 'S DAY

FEB 29 138 ATTENDEESSCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

SEP 25 - 29 68 PARTICIPANTSGOLD STAR 500
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In  2018 ,  Gold  Star  Mission  embarked  on  another  endurance  event  to  ensure  our  Fallen

Service  Men  and  Women  would  never  be  forgotten .  Named  in  honor  of  General  John  A .

Logan ,  the  r ide  pays  homage  to  the  Murphysboro  native  whose  General  Order  No .  11 ,

called  for  a  national  day  of  remembrance  for  the  Civi l  War  casualties ,  which  is  the  basis

for  what  is  now  celebrated  as  a  national  holiday  on  Memorial  Day .

The  Inaguaral  General  Logan  200  challenged  cyclists  to  r ide  from  General  Logan ’s

statue  at  Grant ’s  Park  in  Chicago  to  the  Vietnam  Memorial  located  in  Springfield  in

under  twenty  hours .

The  227  mile  journey  was  started  and  completed  by  seven  r iders ,  with  assistance  from  a

small  support  team .  The  r iders  began  their  journey  at  midnight  and  successfully  rode

into  Springfield  less  than  eighteen  hours  later .  As  the  r iders  navigated  through  the

northern  portion  of  the  state ,  and  along  old  route  66 ,  they  stopped  in  multiple

communities  and  spread  the  word  and  mission  of  the  organization .  In  addition  to

sharing ,  at  every  rest  stop  the  r iders  paused  to  honor  the  Fallen  Service  Members  from

that  area .  The  r ide  culminated  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  in  Springfield  where  they  hope  to

help  establish  a  Gold  Star  Families  Memorial  monument .

Working  alongside  the  Hershel  “Woody ”  Will iams  Medal  of  Honor  Foundation ,  the  Gold

Star  Mission  aims  to  raise  both  awareness  and  funds  to  support  the  establishment  of  a

Gold  Star  Families  Memorial  monument  in  Springfield ,  IL .   The  Gold  Star  Family

Memorial  monument  will  provide  a  place  of  permanence  for  Gold  Star  Families  to

gather  and  util ize  as  they  see  f it .  The  memorial  will  also  demonstrate  to  Gold  Star

Families  that  their  community  cares  for  them  and  appreciates  their  sacrif ice  while  also

honoring  the  ultimate  sacrif ice  paid  by  their  Loved  Ones .  Another  purpose  of  the

memorial  is  to  strengthen  Gold  Star  Family  communities  through  Gold  Star  Family

outreach  events  associated  with  each  monument  location .  Ultimately  the  memorial  is

an  enduring  way  to  inform  the  community  about  the  Gold  Star  Families ’  sacrif ices  and

the  ultimate  sacrif ice  made  by  their  Loved  Ones  .
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FAMILY + VETERAN 'S DAY
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JUL 13 - 14
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6 VOLUNTEERS
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R U N  F O R  T H E  F A L L E N  

As  i f  conducting  an  annual  500  mile  f ive  day  and  200  mile  overnight

endurance  bicycling  events  wasn ’t  enough ,  the  Gold  Star  Mission

eagerly  jumped  into  a  running  event  in  2019 !   When  Candice  White ,  the

Gold  Star  Mission  Run  for  the  Fallen  Run  Director ,  was  f irst  informed  of

this  opportunity ,  she  jumped  r ight  in  and  nearly  single  handedly  made

it  a  tremendous  success !

The  inaugural  “Gold  Star  Mission  Run  for  the  Fallen ”  was  conducted  on

Saturday  May  11th ,  2019 .  The  half  marathon ,  5K  (run /walk )  and  3K  (youth

run /walk )  drew  397  participants ,  raising  over  $12 ,000  for  the  Gold  Star

Mission  Scholarship  program !   The  participants  ranged  in  ages  from  4  to

75 ,  coming  from  68  different  communities  around  the  Rockford  area !

This  success  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  great  support

Candice  received  from  the  community !  Her  major  Supporters  and

Sponsors  included :  Cherry  Valley  Fire  Department ,  Winnebago  County

Forest  Preserve ,  Runner 's  Image ,  Carlyle  Brewery ,  Cull igan  Water ,

Rockford  Lithuanian  Club ,  Rockford  Wildcats ,  along  with  many  Veteran

Service  Organizations  and  Scouts .

W W W . G O L D S T A R M I S S I O N . O R G
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1 2

RUN FOR THE FALLEN

VIRTUAL
MAY 1 - 31 269 PARTICIPANTS

GOLD STAR 500

VIRTUAL
SEP 1 - 30 

72 PARTICIPANTS 

+ 747 RIDES

26 ,000+ MILES 

GENERAL  LOGAN  200 JUL 10 - 11
9 RIDERS

10 VOLUNTEERS

SCHOLARSHIP   BANQUET MAR 9 202 ATTENDEES

2 0 2 0  A C T I V I T I E S
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E V E N  I N  A  P A N D E M I C . . . A L W A Y S  R E M E M B E R
“Virtual ”  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  used  words  in  2020 !  As  schools ,  work ,  meetings ,  family

reunions  and  holidays ,  etc . ,  all  went  virtual !   Gold  Star  Mission  was  no  exception  and  was  pushed

into  “virtual ”  as  well .    

2020  started  with  a  big  bang  for  Gold  Star  Mission !  Thanks  to  our  tremendous  donors  and

supporters ,  61  Scholarships  were  awarded  at  the  annual  Scholarship  and  Appreciation  Banquet

in  early  March  (prior  to  ugh . . .the  introduction  of  COVID19 ) !  With  those  61  scholarships ,  the  total

awarded  in  three  short  years  topped  125 !  Gold  Star  Mission  is  truly  blessed  with  great  support !

Almost  immediately  fol lowing  the  banquet ,  with  uncertainty  and  restrictions ,  the  world  went

“virtual ”  and  Gold  Star  Mission  did  too .  That  was  an  extremely  disappointing  turn  as  2019  was

such  a  year  of  extreme  momentum  as  were  were  introduced  to  new  Gold  Star  Families ,  hosted  a

new  event ,  and  we  saw  a  surge  in  school  and  community  involvement  in  all  Gold  Star  Mission

activit ies .    

The  Run  for  the  Fallen  and  Gold  Star  500  were  able  to  continue  as  virtual  events  and  recruited

new  participants  from  different  states .  Even  when  the  world  was  shut  down  more  people

became  involved  and  understood  the  mission  of  preserving  our  Fallen  Heroes '  legacies .  Our

experience  with  virtual  events  has  opened  the  conversation  to  continue  including  them  in  the

future  as  a  way  to  build  upon  the  mission .

The  General  Logan  200  and  weekend  r ides  in  September  supported  the  2020  virtual  events .

These  “LIVE ”  events  were  smaller  and  met  the  State ’s  COVID19  mitigation  measures .  The  COVID19

mitigation  measure  that  most  negatively  impacted  Gold  Star  Mission  was  l imited  groups  sizes

and  social  distancing .  The  lack  of  interacting  and  engaging  with  the  Gold  Star  Families  and

community  was  greatly  missed !  Gold  Star  Mission ,  l ike  most  everyone  else  in  the  world ,  very

much  looks  forward  to  the  hope  of  the  new  year .
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AWARDED
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CREATED + SHARED!
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FACEBOOK FRIENDS!

1500+ AVERAGE
CONTACTS ON EACH
SOCIAL MEDIA POST!

ZERO COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
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HUNDREDS OF
COMMUNITIES ENGAGED

18 ACTIVITIES IN 
FOUR YEARS!

THOUSANDS OF CITIZENS 
ENGAGED!

PAID TRIBUTE TO THE 290+ FALLEN 
HEROES IN ILLINOIS SINCE 9/11

CYCLED 74,929 MILES
SINCE 2017

RAN/WALKED 4,182 MILES 
SINCE 2019

GUIDESTAR - SILVER
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o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  m e m b e r  o f  F o r e F r o n t ,  t o  a c h i e v e
t h e  S i l v e r  S e a l  T r a n s p a r e n c y  R a t i n g  b y  G u i d e S t a r .

D I A M O N D  
A R C H E R - D A N I E L S  
M I D L A N D  C O M P A N Y

E L I T E  
L E V I ,  R A Y  &  S H O U P ,  I N C .  

P R E M I E R  
G I B S O N  C I T Y  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  P O S T
5 6 8   &  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  R I D E R S

P L A T I N U M  
V F W  P O S T  1 0 3 0 2  
D O T  F O O D S  

G O L D  
A T & T  V E T E R A N S  ( I L L I N O I S )  
M E M O R I A L  B R A C E L E T S



American  Legion  and  Auxil iary- IL

American  Legion  and  Auxil iary  Post  905  

BeckTech  Communications  

Bob  Ridings  Automotive  

Carlyle  Brewing  Company

Chatham  Tax  Services

Cherry  Valley  Fire  Department

Friendly  Chevrolet

Greco  Graphics

Green  Family  Stores  

IL  Department  of  Veteran 's  Affairs

IL  Elks  Association

IL  Patriot  Guard  Fallen  Heroes  Traveling  Memorial  Wall

IL  National  Guard

IL  State  Police

Law  Office  of  Will iam  Hotopp

McGraws  Enterprises

Mil itary  Officers  Association  of  America

Lincoln  Land  Chapter

National  Guard  Association  of  I l l inois

Primal  Wear

PS  Printing

Rockford  Road  Runners  Club

Runner 's  Image

Staab  Funeral  Home

Survivior  Outreach  Services  Program

Trailer  Masters

TROXELL

U-Haul  Moving  and  Storage  

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  Auxil iary- IL

Vitese  Cycle  Shop  

Wheel  Fast  Bicycle  Company
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p a r t n e r s

AND MANY MORE COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS .   THANK YOU ALL !



Sergeant First Class Shawn Dostie, 3 ,

berry, 30, Lake Zurich IL ~ Army Private James Ebbers, 19, Tinley Park

 First Class Shawn Edwards, 20, Bensenville IL ~ Army Private First Class Wyat

er, 26, Pinckneyville IL ~ Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Jordan Emrick, 26, Hoyle

y Sergeant Blake Evans, 24, Rockford IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Donald Farmer

 Army Sergeant Kraig Foyteck, 26, Skokie IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Ph

20, Elk Grove IL ~ Air Force Staff Sergeant Jacob Frazier, 24, St Charles IL ~ Ar

st Ryan Garbs, 20, Edwardsville IL ~ Army Sergeant Landis Garrison, 23, Rapid

my Specialist Ronald Gebur, 23, Delavan IL ~ Army First Lieutenant David Giaim

an IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Peter Giannopoulos, 22, Inverness IL ~ Marine

ate Jonathan Gifford, 30, Decatur IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Thomas Gilbert,

ers Grove IL ~ Army Private First Class Gregory Goodrich, 37, Bartonville IL ~ M

Lance Corporal Torrey Gray, 19, Patoka IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Daniel Gresh

n IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class Ronald Grider, 30, Bethalto IL ~ Army Staff Se

Grieco, 35, Bartlett IL ~ Army Specialist James Grijalva, 26, Burbank IL ~ Army 

rst Class Leonard Gulczynski, 19, Carol Stream IL ~ Army Corporal James Hale

perville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Gary Harper, 29, Virden IL ~ Army Sergeant Jo

arris, 21, Romeoville IL ~ Army Private First Class Torry Harris, 21, Chicago IL ~

eant Jack Hennessy, 21 Naperville IL ~ Army Corporal Casey Hills, 23, Salem IL 

ps Lance Corporal Joshua Hines, 26, Olney IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Lincoln H

Malden IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Raymond Holzhauer, 19, Dwight IL 

Corps Sergeant Nickolas Hopper, 27, Montrose IL ~ Army Private First Class G

Hotchkin, 31, Naperville IL ~ Army Sergeant Jessica Housby, 23, Rock Island IL 

Specialist Cory Hubbell, 20, Urbana IL ~ Navy Petty Officer First Class Thomas 

Princeton IL ~ Army Sergeant Grzegorz Jakoniuk, 25, Schiller Park IL ~ Marine

orporal Evan James, 20, Laharpe IL ~ Air Force Senior Airman Daniel Johnson, 

ark IL ~ Army Corporal Forest Jostes, 21, Albion IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corp

Kaiser, 19, Naperville IL ~ Army Private First Class Danny Kimme, 27, Fisher IL

orps Lance Corporal Nicholas Kleiboeker, 19, Irvington IL ~ Marine Corps Lan

Jakub Kowalik, 21, Niles IL ~ Army Specialist Charles Lamb, 23, Casey IL ~ Arm

Andrew Lancaster, 23, Stockton IL ~ Army Captain Kevin Landeck, 26, Wheaton

C poral Nicholas Larson, 19, Wheaton IL ~ Army Paul Latourney

L duc 28 Pana IL ~ Army Private
S



 Corps Lance Corporal Hector Ramo ,

ey, 21, Calumet City IL ~ Army Sergeant Kenneth Ridgley, 30, Olney I

st Jeremy Ridlen, 23, Maroa IL ~ Army Sergeant Michael Ristau, 25, Rockford IL

orps Corporal Allen Roberts, 21, Arcola IL ~ Navy Petty Officer Second Class D

25, North Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class David Robinson, 28, Winthro

Sergeant Simone Robinson, 21, Dixmoor IL ~ Army Sergeant Brian Romines, 

pson IL ~ Army Specialist Brandon Rowe, 20, Roscoe IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant

her Rudzinski, 28, Rantoul IL ~ Marine Corps Captain Timothy Ryan, 30, Auror

Master Sergeant Wilberto Sabula, 36, Philomath IL ~ Army Sergeant Lukasz Sa

ake in the Hills IL ~ Army Specialist Adriana Salem, 21, Elk Grove Village IL ~ Ar

nt Anibal Santiago, 37, Belvidere IL ~ Army Specialist David Schaefer, 27, Belle

Captain David Schultz, 25, Blue Island IL ~ Army Sergeant Dean Shaffer, 23, P

rmy Sergeant First Class Christopher Shaw, 37, Markham IL ~ Army Private Ra

on, 22, Schiller Park IL ~ Army Specialist Ashley Sietsema, 20, Melrose Park IL ~

geant Mark Simpson, 40, Peoria IL ~ Army Sergeant Uday Singh, 21, Lake Fores

y Private First Class Christopher Sisson, 20, North Riverside IL ~ Army First Lieu

 Slavenas, 30, Champaign IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Benjamin Smith, 24, Ca

~ Air Force Senior Airman Bradley Smith, 24, Troy IL ~ Marine Corps First Serg

ward Smith, 38, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Gerrick Smith, 19, Sullivan IL ~ Arm

ergeant Paul Smith, 43, East Peoria IL ~ Army First Lieutenant Paul Southwort

kland IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal John Sparks, 23, Chicago IL ~ Army Pri

ss Cole Spencer, 21, Gays IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal James Stack, 20, 

eights IL ~ Army Specialist Jared Stanker, 22, Evergreen Park IL ~ Army Special

rcevich, 25, Canton IL ~ Navy Vice Admiral Scott Stearney, 58, Chicago IL ~ Arm

Joshua Steele, 26, North Henderson IL ~ Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John St

ardolph IL ~ Army Sergeant Scott Stream, 39, Mattoon IL ~ Army Specialist Joh

26, Countryside IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Michael Sutter, 28, Tinley Park IL ~ Ar

aul Syverson, 32, Lake Zurich IL ~ Navy Commander Adrian Szwec, 43, Chicag

Sergeant Christopher Talbert, 24, Galesburg IL ~ Army Joshua Terando, 27, M

Army Private First Class Adam Thomas, 21, Palos Hills IL ~ Army Sergeant Jess

Decatur IL ~ Army Sergeant Andrew Tobin, 24, Jacksonville IL ~ Army Private

19 Mokena IL ~ Army Private First Class Omar Torres, 20, Chica

L Army Corporal Francis Trusse
l

s C H O L A R S H I P
P R O G R A M

A L W A Y S  R E M E M B E R
N E V E R  F O R G E T
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S C H O L A R S H I P  +  a p p r e c i a t i o n  B A N Q U E t   

Imagine  sitt ing  at  a  table  with . . . . . .

A  Gold  Star  Family

A  Vietnam  War  Veteran

A  kind  person

A  Teenager  +  their  family

And  each  person  is  there  to  remember  those  who  died  in

service  of  our  nation .  Our  Scholarship  +  Appreciation  Banquet

bridges  generations  as  we  amplify  the  voices  of  our  Gold  Star

Families .  We  also  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  all  who  make

each  event  possible :  participants ,  volunteers ,  donors ,  and

partners .

We  all  come  together  to  Remember  and  Carry  on  Our  Fallen

Heroes '  Legacies  through  investing  in  the  next  generation

and  sharing  the  l ives  of  those  who  have  gone  before  them .



The family of 
Army Sgt. Anthony R. Maddox

Jerome & Frances (Gold Star Parents) 
and Ambria & Victoria Maddox (Gold Star Sisters)

To  the  Go ld  Sta r  Miss ion  Board  o f  Di rec to r s ,  

Thank  you  f o r  your  commitment  to  suppor t  Go ld  Sta r  Fami l i e s ,  and

prese r v ing  the  memory  o f  Fa l l en  Heroes .  As  a  Go ld  Sta r  Fami l y ,  we  a re

humbled  and  honored  tha t  you  have  made  t r ibu te  and  wi l l  neve r  f o rge t

Sgt .  Anthony  R .  Maddox ,  and  othe r  f a l l en  mi l i t a r y  heroes .  

Las t  yea r ,  Anthony ’ s  younges t  s i s te r  Ambr ia  Maddox  r ece i ved  the  Go ld

Sta r  Miss ion  scho la r sh ip  i n  honor  o f  CWO2  Chr i s topher  B .  Dona ldson .

L i kewi se ,  you  presented  a  scho la r sh ip  to  Spence r  Meenen  i n  honor  o f

our  son  and  bro the r  Sgt .  Anthony  R .  Maddox .  Th i s  b les sed  our  f ami l y  i n

many  ways .   

We  a re  gra te fu l  you  i nc lude  s ib l ings  as  scho la r sh ip  r ec ip ien t s .  Many

Go ld  Sta r  scho la r sh ips  a re  l im i ted  to  spouses  and /or  the  dependents  o f

the  f a l l en .  Your  scho la r sh ip  has  f i nanc ia l l y  suppor ted  Ambr ia ’ s

educat iona l  goa l s ,  and  we  a re  exc i ted  to  r epor t  the  succes s  o f  her  1 s t

semes te r .  She  was  named  on  the  f a l l  2020  Dean ’ s  l i s t  at  Hear t l and

Communi t y  co l l ege !   

With  s ince re  gra te fu lnes s ,    

The  f ami l y  o f  Army  Sgt .  Anthony  R .  Maddox

Je rome  &  F rances  (Go ld  Sta r  Parent s )  

and  Ambr ia  &  V ic to r i a  Maddox  (Go ld  Sta r  S i s te r s )
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S C H O L A R S H I P
Adams ,  Cailyn

Army  SSG  Ivory  Phipps ,  3 /17 /2004 ,  Chicago ,  IL

Bunting ,  Emily

Army  SGT  Lukasz  Saczek ,  5 /10 /2009 ,  Lake  in  the  Hills ,  IL

Farnsworth ,  Clair

Army  SGT  Christopher  Abeyta ,  3 /15 /2009 ,  Midlothian ,  IL

Galloway ,  Austin

Army  SGT  Joshua  Harris ,  9 /17 /2008 ,  Romeovil le ,  IL

Grohler ,  Madison

Army  SSG  Paul  Smith ,  6 /19 /2009 ,  East  Peoria ,  IL

Hamrick ,  Tiffany

Army  SPC  Jeremy  Ridlen ,  5 /23 /2004 ,  Maroa ,  IL

Harris ,  Jacob

Army  1LT  Jared  Southworth ,  2 /8 /2009 ,  Oakland ,  IL

Harris ,  Kalyn

Army   SSG  Joshua  Melton ,  6 /19 /2009 ,  Carlyle ,  IL

Kuetemeyer ,  Colton

Army  SGT  Schuyler  Patch ,  2 /24 /2009 ,  Galva ,  IL

Kuetemeyer ,  Hayden

Army  SGT  Brian  Romines ,  6 /6 /2005 ,  Simpson ,  IL

Martin ,  Baylee

Army  SSG  Kevin  Grieco ,  10 /27 /2008 ,  Bartlett ,  IL

Martin ,  Blayne

Army  SSG  Jason  Vazquez ,  9 /17 /2008 ,  Chicago ,  IL

McMull in ,  Adam

Army  SGT  Robert  Weinger ,  3 /15 /2009 ,  Round  Lake  Beach ,  IL

Meenen ,  Mitchell

Army  SSG  Jason  Burkholder ,  2 /8 /2009 ,  Marshall ,  IL

Mil ler ,  Brady

Army  SGT  Scott  Stream ,  2 /24 /2009 ,  Mattoon ,  IL

Monaham ,  Connor

Army  SPC  Charles  Lamb ,  9 /5 /2004 ,  Casey ,  IL

Munyer ,  Clara

Army  SGT  Jessica  Housby ,  2 /9 /2005 ,  Rock  Is land ,  IL

Nuckols ,  Cassidi

Army  SGT  Shawna  Morrison ,  9 /5 /2004 ,  Champaign ,  IL

Oliver ,  Brittani

Army  SGT  Jessica  Cawvey ,  10 /6 /2004 ,  Normal ,  IL

Overton ,  Kyle

Army  SFC   Will iam  Chaney ,  5 /18 /2004 ,  Schaumburg ,  IL

Robinson ,  Cassandra

Army  SPC  Brandon  Ramsey ,  8 /8 /2003 ,  Calumet  City ,  IL

Sanders ,  Austin

Army  SGT  Landis  Garrison ,  4 /29 /2004 ,  Rapids  City ,  IL

Ti lstra ,  Meara

Army  1LT  Brian  Slavenas ,  11 /2 /2003 ,  Champaign ,  IL

Tracy ,  Ellen

Army  SPC  Brian  Wright ,  12 /6 /2005 ,  Keensburg ,  IL

Wehrly ,  Kylee

Army  SFC  Kyle  Wehrly ,  11 /3 /2005 ,  Galesburg ,  IL

Wheeler ,  All ison

Air  Force  SSgt  Jacob  Frazier ,  3 /29 /2003 ,  St .  Charles ,  IL

Wil l iams ,  Derlysa

Army  SGT  Simone  Robinson ,  3 /1 /2009 ,  Dixmoor ,  IL

Wil l iams ,  Olivia

Army  SPC  Norman  Cain  I I I ,  3 /15 /2009 ,  Freeport ,  IL

Young ,  Nadia

Army  SPC  James  Grijalva ,  10 /12 /2005 ,  Burbank ,  IL
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Kylee WEHRLY
I  cannot  thank  you

enough  f o r  the  t ime

and  e f fo r t  you  have

put  i n to  mak ing  a l l  o f

th i s  poss ib le .  The

money  you  have  r a i sed

fo r  th i s  scho la r sh ip

means  my  mom  and  I

have  to  wor r y  a  l i t t l e

l e s s  about  f i nances

th i s  yea r .  I  wi l l  be

put t ing  the  money

towards  books  f o r  the

2019  f a l l  semes te r .

Whi le  these

scho la r sh ips  a re

g rea t l y  apprec ia ted  by

myse l f  and  the  r e s t  o f

the  r ec ip ien t s ,  as  a

fami l y  member  o f  one

o f  the  so ld ie r s  you

r ide  f o r ,  i t  means

more .  I t  means  they ,

my  Dad ,  i s /a re  not

fo rgot ten  and  the i r

l egac ie s  l i ve s  on  a

wh i l e  l onge r .  Fo r  tha t ,

I  a l so  thank  you ! !



Miller ,  Jacob

Army  SPC  Andrew  Wade ,  03 /09 /2011 ,

Antioch ,  IL

Condon ,  Sydney

Army  SGT  Albert  Ware ,  12 /18 /2009 ,

Chicago ,  IL

McPike ,  Alyssa

Army  SGT  Schuyler  Patch ,  02 /24 /2009 ,

Galva ,  IL

Galloway ,  Austin

Army  1LT  Derwin  Will iams ,  07 /06 /2009 ,

Chicago ,  IL

Petre ,  Michaela

Army  SGT  John  Penich ,  10 /16 /2008 ,

Beach  Park ,  IL

Lee ,  Courtney

Army  SPC  Justin  Penrod ,  08 /11 /2007 ,

Mahomet ,  IL

S C H O L A R S H I P
Kern ,  Avery

Marine  Corps  CPL  Christopher  Boyd ,  08 /19 /2010 ,  Palatine ,  IL

Grohler ,  Madison

Navy  PO1  Regina  Clark ,  06 /23 /2005 ,  Colona ,  IL

Ramirez ,  Ariana

Army  SSG  Pedro  Colon ,  02 /19 /2007 ,  Cicero ,  IL

Bates ,  Brooke

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Jesse  De  La  Torre ,  04 /16 /2007 ,  Aurora ,  IL

Lindsay ,  Shavontae

Marine  Corps  CPL  Benjamin  Desilets ,  05 /22 /2007 ,  Elmwood ,  IL

Wheeler ,  Emily

Army  SFC  Shawn  Dostie ,  12 /30 /2005 ,  Granite  City ,  IL

Sage ,  Brittani

Marine  Corps  SSG  Jordan  Emrick ,  11 /05 /2010 ,  Hoyleton ,  IL

Crawford ,  Ariel

Army  PFC  Leonard  Gulczynski ,  09 /17 /2008 ,  Carrol  Stream ,  IL

Meenen ,  Mitchell

Army  CPL  James  Hale ,  08 /13 /2008 ,  Napervi l le ,  IL

Leonard ,  Lauryn

Army  CPL  Casey  Hills  06 /24 /2008 ,  Salem ,  IL

Schutte ,  Kimberly

Army  Private  PFC  Gunnar  Hotchkin ,  06 /16 /2010 ,  Napervi l le ,  IL

Wehrlyn  Kylee

Army  SGT  Chester  Hosford ,  07 /06 /2009 ,  Hastings ,  IL

McMull in ,  Adam

Army  SPC  Cory  Hubbell ,  06 /26 /2003 ,  Urbana ,  IL

McMull in ,  Bridget

Army  CPT  Kevin  Landeck ,  02 /02 /2007 ,  Wheaton ,  IL

Siddles ,  Tyler

Marine  Corps  CPL  Connor  Lowry ,  03 /01 /2012 ,  Chicago ,  IL

Pollard ,  Kateland

Marine  Corps  CPL  Alex  Martinez ,  04 /05 /2012 ,  Elgin ,  IL

Wheeler ,  All ison

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Kevin  Opatowski ,  08 /18 /2010 ,  Wheaton ,  IL

Vo ,  Wilson

Army  SSG  Ivory  Phipps ,  03 /17 /2004 ,  Chicago ,  IL

Arteaga ,  Andrew

Marine  Corps  PFC  David  Pietrek ,  06 /14 /2008 ,  Bensenvil le ,  IL

Robinson ,  Cassandra

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Hector  Ramos ,  01 /26 /2005 ,  Aurora ,  IL

Foster ,  Brittani

Army  SFC  David  Robinson ,  10 /25 /2011 ,  Winthrop ,  IL

Melgoza ,  Olivia

Army  SGT  Mark  Simpson ,  09 /26 /2010 ,  Peoria ,  IL

McPherson ,  Ashlyn

Army  SGT  Gerrick  Smith ,  07 /29 /2009 ,  Sull ivan ,  IL

Nickols ,  Cassidi

Army  SGT  Christopher  Talbert ,  07 /07 /2009 ,  Galesburg ,  IL

Harris ,  Jacob

Army  PFC  Adam  Thomas ,  08 /31 /2003 ,  Palos  Hills ,  IL

Leonard ,  Chloe

Army  SGT  Robert  Weinger ,  03 /15 /2009 ,  Round  Lake  Beach ,  IL

Brody ,  Daniel

Army  PV2  Dewayne  White ,  12 /04 /2007 ,  Country  Club  Hills ,  IL

Griff in ,  Benjamin

Army  SPC  Kristofer  Walker ,  10 /02 /2006 ,  Creve  Coeur ,  IL

Behrent ,  Kolton

Army  PFC  Jeffrey  Wallace ,  05 /24 /2005 ,  Hoopeston ,  IL

Blanton ,  Alexis

Army  SGT  Jesse  Tilton ,  07 /16 /2010 ,  Decatur ,  IL

2 7

2019

Adam McMullin
I would like to extend my deepest
gratitude for awarding me this 
scholarship. I was a recipient last year,
and it had an immense impact on my
ability to succeed at Harvard. Moving
forward, this scholarship will allow me to
continue to be able to focus on my
education and enriching extracurricular
activities. Next year, I plan to spend a lot
of time on robotics and engineering
clubs. Without this scholarship, I would
have to spend less time on projects and
more time at a job. This scholarship truly
is allowing me to make the most out of
the opportunities that I have at school. I
always think about what I can do to
contribute to society and the United
States, and this scholarship in the name
of our Fallen Heroes continues to push
me to go as far as possible.

W W W . G O L D S T A R M I S S I O N . O R G



S C H O L A R S H I P
Toyne ,  Victoria

Marine  Corps  SSGT  Christopher  Antonik ,  07 /11 /2010 ,  Crystal  Lake ,  IL

Sanguedolce ,  Sophia

Army  SPC  David  Badie ,  08 /01 /2008 ,  Rockford ,  IL

Headon ,  Aubrey

Army  SGT  Michael  Bartley ,  01 /15 /2011 ,  Barnhil l ,  IL

Griff in ,  Abigail

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Jordan  Bastean ,  10 /23 /2011 ,  Pekin ,  IL

Doll  Jaycox ,  Isabella

Army  PV2  Matthew  Bush ,  08 /08 /2003 ,  East  Alton ,  IL

Condon ,  Andrea

Army  SPC  Miguel  Carraquil lo ,  08 /09 /2005 ,  River  Grove ,  IL

Crawford ,  Ariel

Marine  Corps  SGT  David  Caruso ,  11 /09 /2004 ,  Napervi l le ,  IL

Longhta ,  Lucas

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Alec  Catherwood ,  10 /14 /2010 ,  Byron ,  IL

Kuetemeyer ,  Sloan

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Kenneth  Corzine ,  12 /24 /2010 ,  Bethalto ,  IL

Seiter ,  Abigail

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Nickolas  Daniels ,  11 /05 /2010 ,  Elmwood  Park ,  IL

Marsh ,  Kolby

Army  SSG  Edwin  Dazachacon ,  02 /13 /2006 ,  Bellevi l le ,  IL

Maddox ,  Ambria

Army  CW2  Christopher  Donaldson ,  05 /05 /2006 ,  Effingham ,  IL

Alize ,  Tseitl in

Army  SGT  James  Dorsey ,  02 /08 /2009 ,  Beardstown ,  IL

Lindsay ,  Sarah

Army  SPC  Will iam  Dusenbery ,  11 /15 /2003 ,  Lake  Zurich ,  IL

Harris ,  Kalyn

Army  PFC  Wyatt  Eisenhauer ,  05 /19 /2005 ,  Pinckneyvil le ,  IL

Blanton ,  Alexis

Army  SGT  Blake  Evans ,  05 /25 /2008 ,  Rockford ,  IL

Winslow ,  Hailey

Army  SSG  Donald  Farmer ,  12 /19 /2004 ,  Zion ,  IL

Castro ,  Corina

Army  SPC  Ryan  Garbs ,  02 /18 /2007 ,  Edwardsvil le ,  IL

Cloin ,  Addisyn

Army  SPC  Ronald  Gebur ,  05 /13 /2006 ,  Delavan ,  IL

Bates ,  Brooke

Army  1LT  David  Giaimo ,  08 /12 /2005 ,  Waukegan ,  IL

Peters ,  Logan

Army  PFC  Gregory  Goodrich ,  04 /09 /2004 ,  Bartonvil le ,  IL

Lee ,  Courtney

Army  SSG  Daniel  Gresham ,  02 /24 /2005 ,  Lincoln ,  IL

Lindsay ,  Shavontae

Army  SFC  Ronald  Grider ,  09 /18 /2010 ,  Bethalto ,  IL

Dickerson ,  Derek

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Raymond  Holzhauer ,  03 /15 /2007 ,  Dwight ,  IL

Etter ,  Baylee

Army  PFC  Robert  Liggett ,  05 /29 /2007 ,  Urbana ,  IL

Edgar ,  Thomas

Marine  Corps  CPL  Jamie  Lowe ,  01 /11 /2010 ,  Johnsonvil le ,  IL

Munyer ,  Clara

Army  SPC  Jacob  Lowell ,  06 /02 /2007 ,  New  Lenox ,  IL

Haarman ,  Alexandria

Army  CPL  Bryant  Luxmore ,  06 /10 /2012 ,  New  Windsor ,  IL

Meenen ,  Spencer

Army  SGT  Anthony  Maddox ,  07 /22 /2013 ,  Bloomington ,  IL

Robinson ,  Amanda

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Sean  Maher ,  02 /02 /2005 ,  Grayslake ,  IL
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Jacob Harris -
recipient turned

soldier 
The Gold Star Mission has been
an experience like none other. I
have participated in multiple GSM
events. During these events I
have witnessed extreme
patriotism, and honor. There are
many ways that we remember our
fallen, but GSM does it best.
Being active in this group has
changed my entire life. It was
while ridding the Gold Star 500 in
2019 that I was finally inspired
enough to join join the military.
Because of the conversations I've
had, and the things I've seen
while on the gold star rides it
makes me appreciate my uniform
more than the average soldier.
Not everyone understands the
extreme sacrifices that have been
made. I look forward to working
very closely with the group in the
future. I hope to see more
involvement from our younger
crowd in 2021.
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S C H O L A R S H I P
June ,  Luke

Marine  Corps  CAPT  Nathan  Mchone ,  01 /19 /2012 ,  Crystal  Lake ,  IL

Harris ,  Tyler

Army  PFC  Andrew  Meari ,  11 /01 /2010 ,  Plainfield ,  IL

Oliver ,  Jordan

Army  SGT  Steven  Mennemeyer ,  08 /09 /2006 ,  Granite  City ,  IL

Edwards ,  Kathryn

Air  Force  SRA  Daniel  Miller ,  01 /07 /2007 ,  Galesburg ,  IL

Pier ,  Ryan

Army  SGT  Kenneth  Nichols ,  12 /01 /2009 ,  Chrisman ,  IL

Sims ,  Wyatt

Army  SFC  James  Ochsner ,  11 /15 /2005 ,  Waukegan ,  IL

Brinkoetter ,  Grace

Navy  SCPO  Will iam  Owens ,  01 /29 /2017 ,  Edelstein ,  IL

Mumaw ,  Donald

Army  CPL  Jacob  Palmer ,  02 /24 /2005 ,  Springfield ,  IL

Hyde ,  Jackson

Marine  Corps  LCPL  Andrew  Patten ,  12 /01 /2005 ,  Byron ,  IL

Bean ,  Addison

Navy  PO2  Brian  Patton ,  11 /19 /2009 ,  Freeport ,  IL

Durbin ,  Kyle

Army  SSG  Andrew  Pokorny ,  06 /13 /2003 ,  Napervi l le ,  IL

Avent ,  Tricia

Army  SGT  Michael  Ristau ,  07 /13 /2012 ,  Rockford ,  IL

Behrent ,  Kolton

Army  SGT  Douglas  Riney ,  10 /29 /2016 ,  Fairview ,  IL

McCauley ,  Madalyne

Marine  Corps  CPL  Allen  Roberts ,11 /28 /2007 ,  Arcola ,  IL

Najdek ,  Rachel

Army  SGT  Joshua  Rodgers ,  04 /27 /2017 ,  Bloomington ,  IL

Stockton ,  Abigail

Army  SPC  Brandon  Rowe ,  03 /31 /2003 ,  Roscoe ,  IL

Haskell ,  Marisa

Army  SSG  Christopher  Rudzinski ,  10 /16 /2009 ,  Rantoul ,  IL

Swinford ,  Zachary

Army  MSG  Wilberto  Sabalu ,  05 /06 /2007 ,  Philomath ,  IL

Wil l iams ,  Denise

Army  SGT  Dean  Shaffer ,  04 /19 /2012 ,  Pekin ,  IL

Kratochvil ,  Jack

Army  PFC  Christopher  Sisson ,  09 /02 /2003 ,  North  Riverside ,  IL

Hopper ,  Avery

Marine  Corps  SGT  Benjamin  Smith ,  09 /22 /2004 ,  Cartervi l le ,  IL

Marinell i ,  Peyton

Air  Force  SRA  Bradley  Smith ,  01 /03 /2010 ,  Troy ,  IL

Griff in ,  Holly

Army  CPT  Joshua  Steele ,  06 /17 /2007 ,  North  Henderson ,  IL

McPhearson ,  Ashlyn

Air  Force  LTC  John  Stein ,  03 /23 /2003 ,  Bardolph ,  IL

Wobig ,  Kaylee

Army  SGT  Andrew  Tobin ,  08 /24 /2011 ,  Jacksonvil le ,  IL

Davis ,  Landon

Army  PFC  Omar  Torres ,  08 /22 /2007 ,  Chicago ,  IL

Schutte ,  Kimberly

Army  SSG  Matthew  Weikert ,  07 /17 /2010 ,  Jacksonvil le ,  IL

Borders ,  Nate

Army  SPC  Wesley  Wells ,  09 /20 /2004 ,  Libertyvi l le ,  IL

Fink ,  Noah

Marine  Corps  SGT  Jeannette  Winters ,  01 /09 /2002 ,  Chicago ,  IL

Barry ,  Adrianna

Army  CPL  James  Young ,  11 /03 /2010 ,  Rochester ,  IL

Sage ,  Brittani

Army  SPC  Daniel  Zizumbo ,  02 /27 /2007 ,  Chicago ,  IL
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lauryn leonard
recipient

I  am  honored  to  have

been  a  r ec ip ien t  o f

the  the  Go ld  Sta r

M i s s ion  Educat iona l

Scho la r sh ip .   Your

generous  g i f t  has

expanded  my

oppor tun i t i e s  i n

co l l ege  and  fu r the r

so l id i f i ed  my

ded ica t ion  to  se r v ing

my  communi t y .  

I n  a l l  tha t  I  do ,

Corpora l  Casey  Hi l l s ’

name  i s  now  i n  my

hear t  gu id ing  me  to

pur sue  grea tness  and

upho ld  h i s  l egacy .   I

am  gra te fu l  to  have

been  cons ide red

wor thy  o f  cont inu ing

h i s  name ,  and  I  am

proud  to  sp read

awareness  f o r  your

Mi s s ion . ”

W W W . G O L D S T A R M I S S I O N . O R G



32, Chicago IL ~ Army Serg

rps Lance Corporal Frederik Vazquez, 20, Melrose Park IL 

azquez, 24, Chicago IL ~ Army Specialist Andrew Wade, 22, Antioch IL ~ Army

Christopher Wagener, 24, Fairview Heights IL ~ Army Specialist Kristofer Walk

e Couer IL ~ Army Private First Class Jeffrey Wallace, 20, Hoopeston IL ~ Mari

geant Nicholas Walsh, 26, Millstadt IL ~ Army Sergeant Albert Ware, 27, Chica

Specialist Samuel Watts, 20, Wheaton IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class Kyle Weh

Galesburg IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Matthew Weikert, 29, Jacksonville IL ~ Arm

ant Robert Weinger, 24, Round Lake Beach IL ~ Army Specialist Wesley Wells, 

ertyville IL ~ Army Private Dewayne White, 27, Country Club Hills IL ~ Army Firs

ant Derwin Williams, 41, Chicago IL ~ Army Corporal Jeffrey Williams, 20, Warr

Marine Corps Sergeant Jeannette Winters, 25, Chicago IL ~ Army Specialist Br

t, 19, Keensburg IL ~ Army Specialist Kyle Wright, 22, Romeoville IL ~ Marine C

ral Matthew Wyatt, 21, Millstadt IL ~ Army Corporal James Young, 25, Rochest

rine Corps Corporal Christopher Zimny, 27, Glenview IL ~ Army Specialist Da

mbo, 27, Chicago IL ~~ Army Sergeant Christopher Abeyta, 23, Midlothian IL ~

alist Omar Albrak Jr, 20, Chicago IL ~ Army Private First Class Christopher Alco

urst IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Roberto Andrade Jr, 26, Chicago IL ~ Marine Cor

rgeant Christopher Antonik, 29, Crystal Lake IL ~ Army Major David Audo, 35,

ph IL ~ Army Specialist David Badie, 23, Rockford IL ~ Army Lieutenant Colone

win, 39, Muscatine IL ~ Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant Terry Ball Jr, 36, East

Army First Lieutenant Debra Banaszak, 35, Bloomington IL ~ Army Specialist 

arcus, 21, McHenry IL ~ Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Justus Bartelt, 27, Polo IL

cialist Christopher Bartkiewicz, 25, Dunfermline IL ~ Army Sergeant Michael B

arnhill IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Jordan Bastean, 19, Pekin IL ~ Marin

Corporal Jonathan Beatty, 22, Streator IL ~ Marine Corps Captain Ryan Beau

oomington IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Christopher Belchik, 30, Brighton IL ~A

rgeant Jeremy Bessa, 26, Woodridge IL ~ Army Sergeant Bradley Beste, 22, Na

Army Staff Sergeant Mario Bievre, 34, Glendale Heights IL ~ Army Corporal Alb

20, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Holli Bolinski, 37, Pinckneyville IL ~ Marine

Christopher Boyd, 22, Palatine IL ~ Army Corporal Phillip Brodnick, 25, New L

li t Ja’mel Bryant, 22, Belleville IL ~ Army Corporal Ryan Buckley, 21

2 R an Burris 23, Lisle IL ~

$ 1 2 7 , 0 0 0
a w a r d e d

i n  h o n o r  o f
i l l i n o i s '

f a l l e n  h e r o e s
I N  3  S H O R T  Y E A R S  

A L W A Y S  R E M E M B E R
N E V E R  F O R G E T



Private Matthew Bush, 20, East A

IL ~ Marine Corps Private First Class Sean Cardelli, 20, Downers G

st Ryan Carlock, 25, Macomb IL ~ Army Specialist Miguel Carrasquillo, 25, River

L ~ Marine Corps Sergeant David Caruso, 25, Naperville IL ~ Marine Corps Lance

l Alec Catherwood, 19, Byron IL ~ Army Sergeant Jessica Cawvey, 21, Normal IL ~

rgeant First Class William Chaney, 59, Schaumburg IL ~ Navy Petty Officer 1 Regin

k, 43, Colona IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Kevin Clarke, 21, Tinley Park IL ~ Army

ral Karen Clifton, 22, Mount Zion IL ~ Marine Lance Corporal Jonathan Collins, 19

al Lake IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Pedro Colon, 25, Cicero IL ~ Marine Corps Lance

al Kenneth Corzine, 23, Bethalto IL ~ Army Corporal Jeremiah Costello, 22, Carlinv

my Sergeant Sirlou Cuaresma, 25, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corporal Ryan Cummings, 

mwood IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Nickolas Daniels, 25, Elmwood IL ~ Nav

hinist Mate Fireman Recruit Bryant Davis, 20, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corps Sergean

ard Davis, 31, Antioch IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Edwin Dazachacon, 38, Belleville IL

ine Corps Lance Corporal Jesse De La Torre, 29, Aurora IL ~ Marine Corps Corpo

njamin Desilets, 21, Elmwood IL ~ Army Specialist Joseph Dimock, 21, Wildwood IL

my Private First Class Adam Dobereiner, 21, Moline IL ~ Army Chief Warrant Office

topher Donaldson, 28, Effingham IL ~ Army Sergeant James Dorsey, 23, Beardsto

Army Sergeant First Class Shawn Dostie, 32, Granite City IL ~ Army Specialist Willi

usenberry, 30, Lake Zurich IL ~ Army Private James Ebbers, 19, Tinley Park IL ~ Ar

rivate First Class Shawn Edwards, 20, Bensenville IL ~ Army Private First Class Wy

enhauer, 26, Pinckneyville IL ~ Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Jordan Emrick, 26, Ho

~ Army Sergeant Blake Evans, 24, Rockford IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Donald Farm

on IL ~ Army Sergeant Kraig Foyteck, 26, Skokie IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal

Frank, 20, Elk Grove IL ~ Air Force Staff Sergeant Jacob Frazier, 24, St Charles IL ~ 

ecialist Ryan Garbs, 20, Edwardsville IL ~ Army Sergeant Landis Garrison, 23, Rap

~ Army Specialist Ronald Gebur, 23, Delavan IL ~ Army First Lieutenant David Gia

aukegan IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Peter Giannopoulos, 22, Inverness IL ~ Mari

Private Jonathan Gifford, 30, Decatur IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Thomas Gilbe

Downers Grove IL ~Army Private First Class Gregory Goodrich, 37, Bartonville IL ~

orps Lance Corporal Torrey Gray, 19, Patoka IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Daniel Gre

Lincoln IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class Ronald Grider, 30, Bethalto IL ~ Army Staff 

K vin Grieco, 35, Bartlett IL ~ Army Specialist James Grijalva, 26, Burbank IL ~ Arm

L nard Gulczynski, 19, Carol Stream IL ~

b o a r d  &
c o u n c i l

A L W A Y S  R E M E M B E R
N E V E R  F O R G E T



Private First Class Leonard Gulczyns ,

3, Naperville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Gary Harper, 29, Virden IL  A y

 Harris, 21, Romeoville IL ~ Army Private First Class Torry Harris, 21, Chicago IL ~

ergeant Jack Hennessy, 21 Naperville IL ~ Army Corporal Casey Hills, 23, Salem IL 

e Corps Lance Corporal Joshua Hines, 26, Olney IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Lincoln

id, 27, Malden IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Raymond Holzhauer, 19, Dwigh

arine Corps Sergeant Nickolas Hopper, 27, Montrose IL ~ Army Private First Class

nar Hotchkin, 31, Naperville IL ~ Army Sergeant Jessica Housby, 23, Rock Island IL 

pecialist Cory Hubbell, 20, Urbana IL ~ Navy Petty Officer First Class Thomas Hull

nceton IL ~ Army Sergeant Grzegorz Jakoniuk, 25, Schiller Park IL ~ Marine Corps

oral Evan James, 20, Laharpe IL ~ Air Force Senior Airman Daniel Johnson, 23, Sch

IL ~ Army Corporal Forest Jostes, 21, Albion IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Ad

ser, 19, Naperville IL ~ Army Private First Class Danny Kimme, 27, Fisher IL ~ Mari

s Lance Corporal Nicholas Kleiboeker, 19, Irvington IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corp

ub Kowalik, 21, Niles IL ~ Army Specialist Charles Lamb, 23, Casey IL ~ Army Serge

rew Lancaster, 23, Stockton IL ~ Army Captain Kevin Landeck, 26, Wheaton IL ~ M

ps Lance Corporal Nicholas Larson, 19, Wheaton IL ~ Army Paul Latourney, 28, R

~ Marine Corps Second Lieutenant Ryan Leduc, 28, Pana IL ~ Army Private First C

ert Liggett, 23, Urbana IL ~ Army Sergeant Eric Lill, 28, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergean

k, 26, Fox Lake IL ~ Army Private First Class Duane Longstreth, 19, Springfield IL ~ 

Corps Private Edwardo Lopez, 21, Aurora IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Jamie Lowe

ohnsonville IL ~ Army Specialist Jacob Lowell, 22, New Lenox IL ~ Marine Corps Co

onner Lowry, 24, Chicago IL, Army Private First Class Caleb Lufkin, 24, Knoxville IL

orporal Bryant Luxmore, 25, New Windsor IL ~ Army Captain Shane Mahaffee, 36

L ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Sean Maher, 19, Grayslake IL ~ Army Private Fir

Matthew Martinek, 20, Dekalb IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Alex Martinez, 21, Elg

Marine Corps Lance Corporal Philip Martini, 24, Lansing IL ~ Navy Seaman Carlos

19, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corps Captain Nathan McHone, 29, Crystal Lake IL ~ Mar

Corporal Adam McKiski, 21, Cherry Valley IL ~ Army Sergeant Jason McLeod, 22

Lake IL ~ Army Private First Class Andrew Meari, 21, Plainfield IL, Army Staff Se

Joshua Melton, 26, Carlyle IL ~ Army Sergeant Steven Mennemeyer, 26, Granite

Army Private First Class Devin Michel, 19, Stockton IL ~Marine Corps Corporal 

Mihalo 23, Naperville IL ~Air Force Senior Airman Daniel Miller, 24, Galesbu

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
The Board provides guidance and direction to the Gold Star

Mission by contributing to the organization’s culture, strategic
focus, effectiveness, and financial sustainability, as well as

serving as ambassadors and advocates. Beyond fulfilling legal
duties, board members are important resources for the

organization.
 

Current Board Members 
President – David Helfrich

Vice President – Andrew Adamczyk
Secretary – Matt Jones

Treasurer – Larry Stone
Director of Operations – Eric Murray

 
 

Former Board Members
Director of Operations – Chuck Kitson, Loren Easter

Secretary – Tristen Myers
Treasurer – Ted Tracy, Reggie Black

 
Other Key Leaders

 
Communications Director

Trish Russell (Current)
Calvin Young
Justin Alford

 
GSM 500 Director

Eric Murray
Trenton Thompson

 
GSM Run For The Fallen

Candace White
 

Volunteer Director
Julie Spradlin (Current)

 
Scholarship Director

Tyler Glynn (Current)
Brian Monahan

 



ne Corps Corporal Nathaniel Moo ,

28, Round Lake Beach IL ~ Marine Corps Private First Class Geoff y

L ~ Army Sergeant Shawna Morrison, 26, Champaign IL ~ Army Specialist Charles

9, Mattoon IL ~ Army Private First Class William Newgard, 20, Arlington Heights IL

ine Corps Lance Corporal Robert Newton, 21, Creve Couer IL ~ Army Sergeant

 Nichols, 28, Chrisman IL ~ Army Corporal Keith Nurnberg, 26, McHenry IL ~ Arm

st George Obourn, 20, Creve Couer IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class James Ochsne

ukegan IL ~ Army Private First Class Michael Olivieri, 26, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corp

al John Olson, 21, Elk Grove IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Kevin Oratowski, 2

aton IL ~ Navy Senior Chief Petty Officer Williams Owens, 36, Edelstein IL ~ Marine

orps Captain Joshua Pairsh, 29, Equality IL ~ Army Corporal Jacob Palmatier, 29,

field IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Joshua Palmer, 24, Blandinsville IL ~ Army Specia

p Pannier, 20, Washburn IL ~ Army Sergeant Schuyler Patch, 25, Galva IL ~ Marin

Lance Corporal Andrew Patten, 19, Byron IL ~ Army Specialist Christopher Patter

, Aurora IL ~ Navy Petty Officer Second Class Brian Patton, 37, Freeport IL ~ Army

geant First Class Eric Pearrow, 40, Peoria IL ~ Army Sergeant John Penich, 25, Bea

IL ~ Army Private First Class Shane Penley, 19, Sauk Village IL ~ Army Specialist Ju

rod, 24, Mahomet IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Neil Petsche, 21, Lena IL ~ A

Sergeant Ivory Phipps, 44, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Aaron Pick

, Marion IL ~ Marine Corps Private First Class David Pietrek, 24, Bensenville IL ~ A

ecialist Trevor Pinnick, 20, Lawrenceville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Andrew Pokorn

perville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Joshua Powell, 25, New Berlin IL ~ Marine Corps 

rporal Jonathan Price, 19, Woodlawn IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Branden R

22, Belvidere IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Hector Ramos, 20, Aurora IL ~ A

ecialist Brandon Ramsey, 21, Calumet City IL ~ Army Sergeant Kenneth Ridgley, 30

IL ~ Army Specialist Jeremy Ridlen, 23, Maroa IL ~ Army Sergeant Michael Ristau

Rockford IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Allen Roberts, 21, Arcola IL ~ Navy Petty O

Second Class Dion Roberts, 25, North Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class D

Robinson, 28, Winthrop IL ~ Army Sergeant Simone Robinson, 21, Dixmoor IL ~

Sergeant Brian Romines, 20, Simpson IL ~ Army Specialist Brandon Rowe, 20, Ros

Army Staff Sergeant Christopher Rudzinski, 28, Rantoul IL ~ Marine Corps Captain

Ryan, 30, Aurora IL ~ Army Master Sergeant Wilberto Sabula, 36, Philomath IL 

Sergeant Lukasz Saczek, 23, Lake in the Hills IL ~ Army Specialist Adriana Salem

A y Sergeant Anibal Santiago, 37, Belvidere IL ~ 

A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L
 

The advisory council involves thoughtful leaders who regularly provide
advice to the Gold Star Mission Leadership, and serve as a resource to

help guide the direction of the organization and navigate its future.
 

Major General (ret.) Daniel Krumrei
Former Adjutant General of Illinois National Guard

 
Major General (ret.) William Enyart

Former Adjutant General of Illinois National Guard
 

Brigadier General (ret.) Mark Rabin
Former General in the Illinois National Guard

 
Brigadier General (ret.) Steven Huber

Former Deputy Commanding General, 1st Army Division East
 

Colonel (ret.) Troy Philips
Former Commander of 404th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade



Specialist David Schaefer, 27, Belleville IL 

nd IL ~ Army Sergeant Dean Shaffer, 23, Pekin IL ~ Army Sergeant First C

opher Shaw, 37, Markham IL ~ Army Private Randol Shelton, 22, Schiller Park IL ~

pecialist Ashley Sietsema, 20, Melrose Park IL ~ Army Sergeant Mark Simpson, 40

ria IL ~ Army Sergeant Uday Singh, 21, Lake Forest IL ~ Army Private First Class

stopher Sisson, 20, North Riverside IL ~ Army First Lieutenant Brian Slavenas, 30,

aign IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Benjamin Smith, 24, Carterville IL ~ Air Force Sen

Bradley Smith, 24, Troy IL ~ Marine Corps First Sergeant Edward Smith, 38, Chica

my Sergeant Gerrick Smith, 19, Sullivan IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Paul Smith, 43, E

a IL ~ Army First Lieutenant Paul Southworth, 26, Oakland IL ~ Marine Corps Lan

oral John Sparks, 23, Chicago IL ~ Army Private First Class Cole Spencer, 21, Gays 

ne Corps Lance Corporal James Stack, 20, Arlington Heights IL ~ Army Specialist Ja

er, 22, Evergreen Park IL ~ Army Specialist Lucas Starcevich, 25, Canton IL ~ Navy

ral Scott Stearney, 58, Chicago IL ~ Army Captain Joshua Steele, 26, North Hende

Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John Stein, 39, Bardolph IL ~ Army Sergeant Scott St

, Mattoon IL ~ Army Specialist John Sullivan, 26, Countryside IL ~ Army Staff Serge

chael Sutter, 28, Tinley Park IL ~ Army Major Paul Syverson, 32, Lake Zurich IL ~ N

Commander Adrian Szwec, 43, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Christopher Talbert, 2

esburg IL ~ Army Joshua Terando, 27, Morris IL ~ Army Private First Class Adam T

21, Palos Hills IL ~ Army Sergeant Jesse Tilton, 23, Decatur IL ~ Army Sergeant And

obin, 24, Jacksonville IL ~ Army Private First Class Aaron Toppen, 19, Mokena IL ~

rivate First Class Omar Torres, 20, Chicago IL ~ Army Private First Class Jacob Tra

alestine IL ~ Army Corporal Francis Trussel, 21, Lincoln IL ~ Army Private Scott Tyr

Sterling IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Drew Uhles, 20, DuQuoin IL ~ Army 

ergeant Ernest Utt, 38, Hammond IL ~ Navy Petty Officer Jennifer Valdivia, 27, Ca

IL ~ Army Sergeant Joseph Vanek, 22, Elmhurst IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Oscar V

Medina, 32, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class Gary Vasquez, 33, Round La

Marine Corps Lance Corporal Frederik Vazquez, 20, Melrose Park IL ~ Army Staff 

Jason Vazquez, 24, Chicago IL ~ Army Specialist Andrew Wade, 22, Antioch IL ~

Sergeant Christopher Wagener, 24, Fairview Heights IL ~ Army Specialist Kristofe

20, Creve Couer IL ~ Army Private First Class Jeffrey Wallace, 20, Hoopeston IL 

Corps Sergeant Nicholas Walsh, 26, Millstadt IL ~ Army Sergeant Albert Ware, 27

Specialist Samuel Watts, 20, Wheaton IL ~Army Sergeant First Class Kyle 

Galesburg IL

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H O S E  W H O
H E L P  U S  S P R E A D  T H E

M E S S A G E  T O . . .   
A L W A Y S  R E M E M B E R

N E V E R  F O R G E T
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Corps Corpo

nox IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Conner Low y

eb Lufkin, 24, Knoxville IL ~ Army Corporal Bryant Luxmore, 25, New Winds

ptain Shane Mahaffee, 36, Gurnee IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Sean Mahe

yslake IL ~ Army Private First Class Matthew Martinek, 20, Dekalb IL ~ Marine Corp

oral Alex Martinez, 21, Elgin IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Philip Martini, 24,

g IL ~ Navy Seaman Carlos Mazon, 19, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corps Captain Nathan

ne, 29, Crystal Lake IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Adam McKiski, 21, Cherry Valley IL

Sergeant Jason McLeod, 22, Crystal Lake IL ~ Army Private First Class Andrew Mea

ainfield IL, Army Staff Sergeant Joshua Melton, 26, Carlyle IL ~ Army Sergeant Stev

emeyer, 26, Granite City IL ~ Army Private First Class Devin Michel, 19, Stockton I

e Corps Corporal Anthony Mihalo, 23, Naperville IL ~ Air Force Senior Airman Da

er, 24, Galesburg IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Nathaniel Moore, 22, Champaign IL

y Specialist Jaime Moreno, 28, Round Lake Beach IL ~ Marine Corps Private First C

offrey Morris, 19, Gurnee IL ~ Army Sergeant Shawna Morrison, 26, Champaign I

y Specialist Charles Neeley, 19, Mattoon IL ~ Army Private First Class William New

Arlington Heights IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Robert Newton, 21, Creve Co

Army Sergeant Kenneth Nichols, 28, Chrisman IL ~ Army Corporal Keith Nurnberg

cHenry IL ~ Army Specialist George Obourn, 20, Creve Couer IL ~ Army Sergeant 

Class James Ochsner, 36, Waukegan IL ~ Army Private First Class Michael Olivieri, 

hicago IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal John Olson, 21, Elk Grove IL ~ Marine Corps L

poral Kevin Oratowski, 23, Wheaton IL ~ Navy Senior Chief Petty Officer Williams 

Edelstein IL ~ Marine Corps Captain Joshua Pairsh, 29, Equality IL ~ Army Corpor

almatier, 29, Springfield IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Joshua Palmer, 24, Blandinsv

rmy Specialist Phillip Pannier, 20, Washburn IL ~ Army Sergeant Schuyler Patch, 2

IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Andrew Patten, 19, Byron IL ~ Army Specia

Christopher Patterson, 20, Aurora IL ~ Navy Petty Officer Second Class Brian Patt

Freeport IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class Eric Pearrow, 40, Peoria IL ~ Army Sergea

enich, 25, Beach Park IL ~ Army Private First Class Shane Penley, 19, Sauk Village

Specialist Justin Penrod, 24, Mahomet IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Neil Pet

Lena IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Ivory Phipps, 44, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corps Lance

Aaron Pickering, 20, Marion IL ~ Marine Corps Private First Class David Pietre

Bensenville IL ~ Army Specialist Trevor Pinnick, 20, Lawrenceville IL ~ Army Staff

P korny 30 Naperville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Joshua Powell, 25, New

l Jonathan Price, 19, Woodlawn IL ~






