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20, Melrose Park IL ~ Army Sergeant Mark Simpson, 40, Peoria IL ~ Army Sergeant Uday Singh, 21, Lake Forest IL ~ 
Army Private First Class Christopher Sisson, 20, North Riverside IL ~ Army First Lieutenant Brian Slavenas, 30, Champaign 
IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Benjamin Smith, 24, Carterville IL ~ Air Force Senior Airman Bradley Smith, 24, Troy IL ~ 
Marine Corps First Sergeant Edward Smith, 38, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Gerrick Smith, 19, Sullivan IL ~ Army Staff 
Sergeant Paul Smith, 43, East Peoria IL ~ Army First Lieutenant Paul Southworth, 26, Oakland IL ~ Marine Corps Lance 
Corporal John Sparks, 23, Chicago IL ~ Army Private First Class Cole Spencer, 21, Gays IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal 
James Stack, 20, Arlington Heights IL ~ Army Specialist Jared Stanker, 22, Evergreen Park IL ~ Army Specialist Lucas 
Starcevich, 25, Canton IL ~ Navy Vice Admiral Scott Stearney, 58, Chicago IL ~ Army Captain Joshua Steele, 26, North 
Henderson IL ~ Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John Stein, 39, Bardolph IL ~ Army Sergeant Scott Stream, 39, Mattoon IL 
~ Army Specialist John Sullivan, 26, Countryside IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Michael Sutter, 28, Tinley Park IL ~ Army 
Major Paul Syverson, 32, Lake Zurich IL ~ Navy Commander Adrian Szwec, 43, Chicago IL ~~ Army Sergeant Christopher 
Abeyta, 23, Midlothian IL ~ Army Specialist Omar Albrak Jr, 20, Chicago IL ~ Army Private First Class Christopher 
Alcozer, 21, Elmhurst IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Roberto Andrade Jr, 26, Chicago IL ~ Marine Corps Staff Sergeant 
Christopher Antonik, 29, Crystal Lake IL ~ Army Major David Audo, 35, Saint Joseph IL ~ Army Specialist David Badie, 
23, Rockford IL ~ Army Lieutenant Colonel Robert Baldwin, 39, Muscatine IL ~ Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant Terry 
Ball Jr, 36, East Peoria IL ~ Army First Lieutenant Debra Banaszak, 35, Bloomington IL ~ Army Specialist Collier 
Barcus, 21, McHenry IL ~ Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Justus Bartelt, 27, Polo IL ~ Army Specialist Christopher 
Bartkiewicz, 25, Dunfermline IL ~ Army Sergeant Michael Bartley, 23, Barnhill IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Jordan 
Bastean, 19, Pekin IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Jonathan Beatty, 22, Streator IL ~ Marine Corps Captain Ryan Beaupre, 
30, Bloomington IL ~ Marine Corps Corporal Christopher Belchik, 30, Brighton IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Jeremy Bessa, 
26, Woodridge IL ~ Army Sergeant Bradley Beste, 22, Naperville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Mario Bievre, 34, Glendale 
Heights IL ~ Army Corporal Albert Bitton, 20, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Holli Bolinski, 37, Pinckneyville IL ~ Marine 
Corps Christopher Boyd, 22, Palatine IL ~ Army Corporal Phillip Brodnick, 25, New Lennon IL ~ Army Specialist Ja’mel 

Air Evac Lifeteam – Watson
Archer Daniels Midland (ADM)
ADM-VETS (Corporate, Havana, 
Quincy, & Camanche IA) 
Altamont Grade School
American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Illinois
American Legion District #19 
Auxiliary
American Legion Department of 
Illinois  
Sons of American Legion 
Detachment of Illinois
American Legion Post #512 – 
Altamont
American Legion Post #445 
Auxiliary – Bradford
American Legion Post #554 – 
Carlinville
American Legion Post #554 
Auxiliary - Carlinville 
American Legion Post #446 – 
Centralia
American Legion Post #120 – 
Effingham
American Legion Post #120 
Auxiliary – Effingham
American Legion Post #169 - 
Eldorado
American Legion Post #14 – Flora
American Legion Post #14 
Auxiliary - Flora
American Legion Post #568 - 
Gibson City
American Legion Post #568 Riders 
- Gibson City
American Legion Post #167 – 
Harrisburg
American Legion Post #167 
Auxiliary – Harrisburg
American Legion Post #645 – 
Herrin

American Legion Post #645 
Auxiliary – Herrin
American Legion Post #905 – 
Kincaid
American Legion Post #905 
Auxiliary – Kincaid
American Legion Post #938 – Ladd
American Legion Post #79 – LeRoy
American Legion Post #650 – 
Mansfield
American Legion Post #88 – 
Mattoon
American Legion Post #88 
Auxiliary – Mattoon
American Legion Post #306 – 
Metropolis
American Legion Post #306 
Auxiliary – Metropolis
American Legion Post #141 – Mt 
Vernon
American Legion Post #458 – 
Neoga
American Legion Post #109 – 
Norris City
American Legion Post #109 
Auxiliary – Norris City
American Legion Post #580 – 
Pesotum
American Legion Post #809 - 
Rochester
American Legion Post #560 – 
Sesser
American Legion Post #480 – 
Steeleville
American Legion Post #480 
Auxiliary – Steeleville
American Legion Post #683 –       
St. Libory
American Legion Post #289 
Auxiliary – Strasburg
American Legion Post #73 – 
Taylorville

American Legion Post #73 
Auxiliary – Taylorville
American Legion Post #386 – 
Virden
American Legion Post #386 
Auxiliary – Virden
American Legion Post #262 – 
Waverly
American Legion Post #262 
Auxiliary – Waverly
AMVETS Department of Illinois
AMVETS Post #16 – Litchfield
AMVETS Post #100 – Jacksonville
AMVETS Post #169 Riders – North 
Pekin
Arcola Junior High / Senior High 
Rider Nation
BATTERY Specialists + GOLF 
CARS
Bike Surgeon
Bob Ridings Ford 
Carlinville High School
Casey’s General Store
Caterpillar
Caterpillar AFSN
Cisne High School
City of Arcola
City of Ava 
City of Carlinville
City of Effingham
City of Harrisburg
City of Jacksonville
City of Litchfield
City of Mattoon
City of Metropolis
City of Mt Vernon
City of Normal 
City of Pana
City of Peoria 
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Grijalva, 26, Burbank IL ~ Army Private First Class Leonard Gulczynski, 19, Carol Stream IL ~ Army Corporal James 
Hale, 23, Naperville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Gary Harper, 29, Virden IL ~ Army Sergeant Joshua Harris, 21, Romeoville 
IL ~ Army Private First Class Torry Harris, 21, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Jack Hennessy, 21 Naperville IL ~ Army 
Corporal Casey Hills, 23, Salem IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Joshua Hines, 26, Olney IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant 
Lincoln Hollinsaid, 27, Malden IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Raymond Holzhauer, 19, Dwight IL ~ Marine Corps 
Sergeant Nickolas Hopper, 27, Montrose IL ~ Army Private First Class Gunnar Hotchkin, 31, Naperville IL ~ Army 
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City of Princeton
City of Rochelle
City of Rockford 
City of Sesser
City of Shelbyville
City of Sparta
City of Springfield 
City of Staunton
City of Taylorville
City of Waverly
Coles County Veteran Support 
Coalition
Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
Association – IL 24-1
Crab Orchard High School
Crowdson Creative – Video 
Production
Dairy Queen Grill & Chill – Sparta 
Eastern Illinois University ROTC
Effingham High School
Effingham McDonalds 
Effingham Tourism Department
Elks Lodge #158 – Springfield
Elks Lodge #572 – Murphysboro
Elks Lodge #819 – Mt Vernon
Elks Lodge #1058 – Harrisburg
Emergency Management Agency – 
Massac County
Farm & Home Supply – 
Springfield
Fire Department - Altamont
Fire Department – Effingham
Fire Department – Farina
Fire Department – Harrisburg
Fire Department – Herrin
Fire Department – Jacksonville
Fire Department – Lebanon
Fire Department – LeRoy

Fire Department – Litchfield
Fire Department - Mattoon
Fire Department – Metropolis
Fire Department – Mt Vernon
Fire Department – Murphysboro
Fire Department – Rockford
Fire Department – Salem
Fire Department – Sparta
Fire Department – Springfield 
Fire Department – Steeleville
Fire Department Taylorville 
Fire Department – Washington
Fire Department – Waverly
Fire Department - North Chicago
Fire Protection District – 
Carlinville
Fire Protection District – Girard
Fire Protection District – Marine 
Community
Fire Protection District – Massac 
County
Fire Protection District – North 
Clay
Fire Protection District – Rochester
Fire Protection District – Sesser
Fire Protection District – 
Shelbyville
Fire Protection District – Staunton
Fire Protection District – Virden
Flags of Freedom – Princeton
General John A. Logan Museum
Greco Graphics
Hampton Inn Litchfield
Harrisburg Hardees
Harrisburg High School
House of Praise – Compton
Humana
Illinois Department of Military 
Affairs

Illinois Department of Veterans 
Affairs
Illinois National Guard
Illinois State Police
Illinois State University - 
Department of Psychology
Illinois State University ROTC
Illinois Survivor Outreach Services
Jackson County VFW Post #7190 – 
Murphysboro
Jackson County VFW Post #7190 
Auxiliary – Murphysboro
Jacksonville High School
John A. Logan Community 
College
Lebanon High School 
Litchfield High School
Marine Community Fire 
Protection District
Marine Elementary School 
Massac County High School
Massac County Sheriff’s 
Department
Mattoon Chamber of Commerce
Mattoon YMCA
Meijer
Mel-O-Cream Donuts
Memorial Bracelets
Mermet Springs Scuba – Belknap
Metropolis Tourism Department
Midland Community Bank (MCB)
Mission BBQ (Peoria & 
Springfield) 
MJ Kellner
Moose Lodge #1339 – Princeton
Morgan County VFW Post #1379 – 
Jacksonville
Morgan County VFW Post #1379 
Auxiliary – Jacksonville
Mt Vernon Township High School
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26, Woodridge IL ~ Army Sergeant Bradley Beste, 22, Naperville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Mario Bievre, 34, Glendale 
Heights IL ~ Army Corporal Albert Bitton, 20, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Holli Bolinski, 37, Pinckneyville IL ~ Marine 
Corps Christopher Boyd, 22, Palatine IL ~ Army Corporal Phillip Brodnick, 25, New Lennon IL ~ Army Specialist Ja’mel 

Murphysboro High School
Nancy’s Pizza
Neoga Junior High / High School
New Berlin High School
Normal Community High School
North Clay Community Unit 
School District #25
North Mac Community Unit 
School District #34
North Wayne Community Unit 
School District #200
Pana High School
Patriot Guard
Percival Springs Airport & RV – 
Watson
Police Department – Jacksonville
Prairie Farms Dairy 
Prairie State Bank & Trust
Prairieland Ambulance Virden
Primal Wear
Princeton High School
PS Printing – Taylorville
Republic Services
Rockford SheVet Chapter
Rolling Thunder-Illinois Chapter 2
Salem High School
Scheels
Scott Air Force Base 
Sesser-Valier Community School 
District
Shelby County Tourism
Shelbyville High School
Sons of American Legion Post 
#650 – Mansfield
Sons of American Legion Post 
#306 - Metropolis 
South-Central High School
SpringHill Suites by Marriott 
Springfield Southwest

Steeleville High School
Steph’s Coffee Shoppe
Taylorville High School
Taylorville Memorial Hospital
TRICO Community Unit School 
District #176
Troxell Insurance
U-Haul 
Veterans Rolling Smoke & BBQ - 
Harrisburg
Veterans United Foundation
VFW Department of Illinois
VFW Post #7676 – Altamont 
VFW Post #454 – Bloomington
VFW Post #454 Auxiliary – 
Bloomington
VFW Post #2055 – Centralia
VFW Post #6865 – Coulterville
VFW Post #6865 Auxiliary – 
Coulterville
VFW Post #1769 – Effingham
VFW Post #1769 Auxiliary - 
Effingham
VFW Post #3479 – Eldorado
VFW Post #3479 Auxiliary – 
Eldorado
VFW Post #4535 – Fairfield
VFW Post #4535 Auxiliary – 
Fairfield
VFW Post #3912 – Litchfield
VFW Post #3912 Auxiliary – 
Litchfield
VFW Post #4325 – Mattoon
VFW Post #1376 – Mt Vernon
VFW Post #3878 – Rochelle
VFW Post #5149 – Rockford
VFW Post #5149 Auxiliary – 
Rockford
VFW Post #4183 – Scott AFB

VFW Post #4183 Auxiliary – Scott 
AFB
VFW Post #4753 – Sesser
VFW Post #4829 – Shelbyville
VFW Post #4829 Auxiliary – 
Shelbyville
VFW Post #2698 – Sparta
VFW Post #2698 Auxiliary–Sparta
VFW Post #755 – Springfield
VFW Post #10302 – Springfield 
VFW Post #10302 Auxiliary – 
Springfield
VFW Post #1241 – Staunton
VFW Post #1241 Auxiliary – 
Staunton
VFW Post #4495 – Taylorville
VFW Post #630 – Urbana
VFW Post #5222 – Vienna 
VFW Post #9153 – Waltonville
VFW Post #9016 – Washington
VFW Post #6634 – Wyanet
Vienna High School
Village of Bradford
Village of Deer Creek
Village of Dix
Village of Edinburg
Village of Goreville
Village of Ladd
Village of Marine
Village of New Berlin
Village of Strasburg
Waltonville High School
Waverly Community Unit School 
District #6
Wheelfast Bicycles 
White Oak Community Building – 
Carlock
Winnebago County
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   What do gold stars mean to 
people? Like the sun, gold stars 
can mean a star that exhibits 
bright colors and yellowish 
tints like some of the bedazzling 
illuminations in the night sky. 
Except, to me, gold stars do 
not mean the brightest stars 
in the sky or even a Christmas 
ornament. Gold stars are 
representations to military 
families, like mine, who had 
lost their loved ones in an active 
conflict. I have been a gold star 
child for fifteen years since 
October 27th, 2008 which was
a day that marked when my life 
had changed forever.
   As a military-brat, blood 
running red, white, and blue, my 
dad, Kevin Grieco, first served 
in the Navy after high school 
and after 9/11 had wanted to 
do more for his country to “stop 
them from coming here”. He was 
fighting in the War on Terror 
in Afghanistan for his family. 
For me.Leaving his screaming 
wife and toddlers, aged two 
and four, he left, and he never 
came back. My dad was killed in 
action while protecting what he 
loved and he did it for us. Gold 
stars are a representation of him 
and his sacrifices for the safety 
of an entire nation. However, 
like the blue star, symbolizing 
service members in active duty, 
the gold star symbolizes when 
they don’t come back. As I grew 
older, I could feel the effects of 
having only one parent pulling 
the chariot. Except, my mother 
wasn’t pulling the chariot, 
she had impossibly carried 
the entire chariot on her back 
starting from ground zero and 
raising up two kids on her own 

entirely. “You matured quickly”, 
“you’re my right hand”, and 
“what would I do without 
you?”. These were the words 
spoken to me which caused me 
to learn to grow up, rise up to 
adversity and take it head on 
at such an early age. It wasn’t 
just strength, it was stability; 
it was to keep my small family 
secured by always being the 
middle ground and harnessing 
that inner vitality for them from 
such a unique circumstance. 
Knowing that I will see an 
empty seat next to my mom 
for graduations, or the absent 
arms walking me down the 
aisle, spawned a transformative 

mindset. I could’ve just changed 
into a pessimistic defeatist, 
but this situation of my life 
caused me to be an optimistic 
opportunist for my family. 
For me. Father’s Day is always 
hard without my dad as well 
as any holiday and birthday, 
but it encourages realization 
that his shadow, footprint, and 
legacy remain, for he is a hero 
and I am his daughter. The 
gold star will always exist as a 
symbol of sacrifice, bravery, and 
strength. Yes I’m different, but 
in an admirable way, for now I 
harbor the perspective of what 
a tremendous loss can account 
for in a person, giving me the 
uttermost desire to service 
the vulnerable and save lives. 
Because of my life situation, I feel 
that I have been called to help 
others thinking childishly, “if I 
couldn’t save my dad, maybe I 
could save everyone else.”
   I am equipped with astounding 
strength and determination 
derived from literal blood,
sweat, and tears to leave my own 
footprints in this world. I leap at 
opportunities all for the
satisfaction that the grief that 
grew up with me could construct 
an unassailable woman which I
know the gold star pins and 
folded flags in my bedroom shelf 
represent, for I will always be a
gold star child. To many, a gold 
star is a Christmas ornament for 
the top of the tree or the
brightest star in the sky. To me, 
however, a gold star is a symbol 
of sacrifice, the backbone of my
identity, grief-driven grit, 
and the ambition to be an 
unstoppable force just like my 
dad would’ve wanted me to be.

The Meaning of a Gold Star
2024 Scholarship Recipient: Angeli Grieco2024 Scholarship Recipient: Angeli Grieco
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EVAN ALLE
NAVY PO1 JENNIFER VALDIVIA, 1/16/2007, CAMBRIDGE, IL

BRENNA BAKER
ARMY SGT JASON MCLEOD, 11/23/2009, CRYSTAL LAKE, IL

ELLA BRADLEY
MARINE PVT EDWARDO LOPEZ, 10/19/2006, AURORA, IL

EVAN CHEEK
ARMY SGT TERRY LISK, 6/26/2006, FOX LAKE, IL

ISAIAH DEITERS 
ARMY PVT SCOTT TYRRELL, 11/20/2003, STERLING, IL

SAMUEL DEITERS 
MARINE CPL SARA MEDINA, 5/12/2015, PLAINFIELD, IL

LUCAS DOTSON 
ARMY MAJ PAUL SYVERSON III, 6/16/2004, LAKE ZURICH, IL

TYLIN DYER 
ARMY SPC MIGUEL VILLALON, 1/11/2020, JOLIET, IL

CARTER ETHERIDGE
ARMY SPC MICHAEL PITTMAN, 6/15/2007, ROCK ISLAND, IL

CADE ETTER
NAVY PO1 JERRY THARP, 7/12/2006, KEITHSBURG, IL 

DRAKE GOETTEN
MARINE SGT TREVOR GOLDYN, 8/11/2020, FRANKFORT, IL

CARLEE GRADY 
ARMY CPL KEITH NURNBERG, 9/5/2007, MCHENRY, IL 

AUBREY HEADON
MARINE CPL EVAN JAMES, 3/24/2003, LAHARPE, IL 

HUNTER HILDEBRAND
MARINE LCPL JONATHAN COLLINS, 8/8/2004, CRYSTAL LAKE, IL

JACKSON HYDE 
ARMY SPC JAIME MORENO, 10/13/2004, ROUND LAKE BEACH, IL

JARRETT JONES
ARMY SPC CHRISTOPHER PATTERSON, 1/6/2012, AURORA, IL 

JOE JUNE
NAVY PO1 GARY ROVINSKI, 6/5/2006, ROSEVILLE, IL 

TAYLOR JUSTISON 
NAVY PO2 DION ROBERTS, 9/22/2012, NORTH CHICAGO, IL 

When I first learned about Gold 
Star Mission, I was inspired by their 
dedication to preserving the memories 
of fallen service members and was 
eager to get involved. Thanks to the 
support of GSM scholarship, I was 
able to purchase a laptop that I use 
nearly every day for schoolwork and 
studying. Most recently, the GSM 
scholarship helped me apply for 
several PM&R residency programs as 
I continue to work towards my goal of 
becoming a physiatrist. While I knew 
the financial support of the scholarship 
would significantly help with my 
education expenses, I had no idea 
just how much becoming a member 
of the GSM family would impact me. 
This past year, I met the family of SPC 
Drew McDaniel and was awarded a 
scholarship in his honor. By talking 
with his family, I was able to not only 
learn about WHAT Drew did in his 
life, but more importantly, WHO he 
was as a son, brother, friend, and 
father. I am profoundly grateful that 
the McDaniels were willing to share 
Drew’s story with me and provide 
a window to his lively spirit and 
genuine character. I am honored to 
bear the responsibility of sharing his 
story with friends and family.   

-Taylor Justison
2023 Scholarship Recipient

2023 Scholarship Recipients2023 Scholarship Recipients
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PATRYCJA KORDASZ

ARMY LTC ROBERT BALDWIN, 9/21/2010, MUSCATINE, IL

AMBRIA MADDOX 

MARINE SSGT JUSTUS BARTELT, 7/16/2010, POLO, IL

WIAT MILLER

ARMY PFC AARON TOPPEN, 6/9/2014, MOKENA, IL

JORDAN OLIVER 

ARMY SPC JOSEPH DIMOCK II, 7/10/2010, WILDWOOD, IL

ANNA SCHLEYHAN

ARMY SGT UDAY SINGH, 12/1/2003, LAKE FOREST, IL  

STALEY SCHOEN

MARINE CAPT TIMOTHY RYAN, 5/19/2003, AURORA, IL  

SHELBY SEILER

ARMY SGT JOHN PENNICH, 10/16/2008, BEACH PARK, IL  

ANJALI SIVASOTHY

ARMY PFC CALEB LUFKIN, 5/25/2006, KNOXVILLE, IL 

EMILY SPANN

ARMY SSG JOSHUA POWELL, 9/21/2010, PLEASANT PLAINS, IL 

AMELIA SZLĄZAK

ARMY SPC COLLIER BARCUS, 7/8/2004, MCHENRY, IL

LEAH TILLMAN

ARMY SFC GARY VASQUEZ, 9/29/2008, ROUND LAKE, IL 

JADEN TRUSSEL

ARMY SPC RYAN CARLOCK, 9/9/2003, MACOMB, IL   

KENNADY WATSON

MARINE LCPL BRANDEN RAMEY, 11/8/2004, BELVIDERE, IL  

JORDAN WATTS

MARINE SGT EDWARD DAVIS III, 4/28/2006, ANTIOCH, IL  

JEDRZEJ WILCZYNSKI

MARINE CPL NATHAN CARLSON, 6/8/2022, ROCKFORD, IL 

HAILEY WINSLOW

MARINE CPL ADAM MCKISKI, 8/7/2008, CHERRY VALLEY, IL  

TATUM YOUNG 

MARINE LCPL NEIL PETSCHE, 12/21/2004, LENA, IL

When someone asks me about 
what my Michael P. Pittman 
bracelet represents, I always tell 
them about the Gold Star Mission 
and their objective of keeping 
the fallen 
service 
members’ 
names and 
memories 
alive. I talk 
to them 
about 
Michael’s 
life and his 
sacrifice 
to our 
nation. It 
is interesting to see people’s 
reaction to what I tell them. 
Some say, “that’s really cool” or 
“that’s nice.” I have found that 
most people, when I tell them 
about Michael’s life or the GSM 
in general, enter a moment of 
silence. They ponder and really 
try to take in what I am telling 
them. The look of realization and 
shock take over and it changes 
their moods. Wearing this 
bracelet serves as a reminder to 
be thankful for everything in life. 
I have learned to be thankful for 
the times when I am up, and the 
times when I am down. Every 
day, I thank God for the blessings 
I have been given. Family, 
friends, school and those lost are 
just some of the things I list in my 
prayers. 

Scholarship 
Recipient Carter 
Etheridge:

2023 Scholarship Recipients2023 Scholarship Recipients
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JORDAN OLIVER

ARMY SPC JUSTIN KYLE ADAMS, 22/11/2013, LITCHFIELD

BRAYLON NUGENT

ARMY PFC CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL ALCOZER, 19/11/2005, 
ELMHURST

KYLEE GARRETT

ARMY SPC CHRISTOPHER ALLEN BARTKIEWICZ, 30/09/2008, 
DUNFERMLINE

ASHLEY JONES

ARMY SSG JEREMY EUGENE BESSA, 20/02/2009, WOODRIDGE

ANNA SCHLEYHAN

MARINE CORPS PFC SEAN THOMAS CARDELLI, 01/02/2006, 
DOWNERS GROVE

SHELBY SEILER

ARMY PFC SHAWN CHRISTOPHER EDWARDS, 23/04/2004, 
BENSENVILLE

HUNTER HILDEBRAND

ARMY SGT KRAIG DAVID FOYTECK, 30/10/2006, SKOKIE

WIAT MILLER

NAVY HM3 MITCH C. GOAD, 03/09/2010, MANTENO

ANGELI GRIECO

ARMY SSG KEVIN DOUGLAS GRIECO, 27/10/2008, BARTLETT

JOSHUA GRIECO

ARMY SSG KEVIN DOUGLAS GRIECO, 27/10/2008, BARTLETT

AUBREY HEADON

NAVY CPO JASON STANLEY HUBER, 10/18/2019, COVINGTON

KENNADY WATSON

MARINE CPL BRIAN MATTHEW KENNEDY, 20/03/2003, EVANSTON

CARTER ETHERIDGE

ARMY SSG ROBERT JAMES MILLER, 25/01/2008, OVIEDO

ZACHARY POWELL

ARMY SSG JOSHUA DAVID POWELL, 21/09/2010, NEW BERLIN

LAURA STREAM

ARMY SGT SCOTT BRADLEY STREAM, 24/02/2009, MATTOON

JADEN TRUSSEL

ARMY CPL FRANCIS MARION TRUSSEL JR, 26/05/2007, LINCOLN

Scholarship 
Recipient Jordan 
Oliver:
Hello, my name is Jordi Oliver, 
a student at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
The Gold Star Missions 
program is deeply meaningful 
to me, it’s an event I eagerly 
anticipate each year. Wearing 
the bracelets honoring heroes 
like PFC. Shane Daniel Penley, 
SGT Steven Menemeyer, CPL 
Jonathan Beatty, and SPC 
Joseph Dimock II is a profound 
honor. Participating in Gold Star 
Missions has taught me the value 
of unity and support within the 
military community. Regardless 
of our backgrounds or paths, 
we are all part of one family, 
dedicated to supporting each 
other and honoring those who 
have served. My family’s close 
ties to the military have enriched 
my experience, and meeting 
incredible families through 
this organization has been a 
privilege. Through Gold Star 
Missions, I’ve learned that we 
can make a meaningful impact 
by serving others and preserving 
the legacies of those who came 
before us. This scholarship 
enables me to pursue my passion 
for Agricultural Communications 
and the ability to make a positive 
impact. I aim to use my skills to 
give back and continue serving 
through organizations like Gold 
Star Missions, ensuring that our 
soldiers’ stories are shared, and 
their legacies honored. 

ALWAYS REMEMBER -   
NEVER FORGET.

2024 Scholarship Recipients2024 Scholarship Recipients
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TESS ALLEN
AIR FORCE CAPT BRANDON LEE CYR, 27/04/2013, WOODBRIDGE

BAILEY WAYNE
MARINE CORPS SGT THOMAS MICHAEL GILBERT,25/10/2006, DOWNERS GROVE

OLIVIA MARCHIZZA
ARMY SGT JACK TAFT HENNESSY, 01/10/2004, NAPERVILLE

JOHN BERNS
MARINE CORPS LCPL JAKUB HENRYK KOWALIK, 12/05/2003, NILES

AMANDA WEBER
MARINE CORPS LCPL NICHOLAS DAVID LARSON, 09/11/2004, WHEATON

FRANKIE LEIGH NICHOLES
ARMY PFC DUANE EDWARD LONGSTRETH, 07/08/2003, SPRINGFIELD

TAYLOR JUSTISON
ARMY SPC DREW KRISTOPHER MCDANIEL, 18/09/2008, URBANA

ELISE HORTON
ARMY SPC SETH ALLEN MILLER, 14/04/2008, VISALIA

ABIGAIL LESKO
ARMY PFC SHAWN DAVID PAHNKE, 17/06/2003, SHELBYVILLE

LUCAS DOTSON
MARINE CORPS CAPT JOSHUA COLE PAIRSH, 22/01/2012, EQUALITY

MORGAN SNELL
ARMY CPL DEMETRIUS LAMONT RICE, 14/07/2004, CHICAGO

BROOKE LALLEY
AIR FORCE SSGT COURTNEY JO RUSH, 04/01/2012, GALESBURG

STALEY SCHOEN
ARMY SPC SETH AARON MUEHRING SANDERS, 27/09/2009, MT VERNON

LAYLA HEIN
ARMY SPC KEVIN RYAN SHIELDS, 01/12/2007, ROSCOE

BROOKE DUNCAN
ARMY SPC WILLIAM DAVID TEMPLETON, 07/03/2011, PINCKNEYVILLE

LUKE JUNE
NAVY MRFN JACK BERNARD VALENTINE, 07/12/2006, ZION

ROBYN KOPENY
ARMY PFC FRANCHESKA VELEZ, 05/11/2002, CHICAGO

ROSE TATGE
ARMY SPC GRANT ANDREW YOHNKA, 03/07/2002, BOURBANNAIS
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IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Thomas Gilbert, 24, Downers Grove IL ~ Army Private First Class Gregory Goodrich, 37, 
Bartonville IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Torrey Gray, 19, Patoka IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Daniel Gresham, 23, 
Lincoln IL ~ Army Sergeant First Class Ronald Grider, 30, Bethalto IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Kevin Grieco, 35, Bartlett 
IL ~ Army Specialist James Grijalva, 26, Burbank IL ~ Army Private First Class Leonard Gulczynski, 19, Carol Stream IL 
~ Army Corporal James Hale, 23, Naperville IL ~ Army Staff Sergeant Gary Harper, 29, Virden IL ~ Army Sergeant Joshua 
Harris, 21, Romeoville IL ~ Army Private First Class Torry Harris, 21, Chicago IL ~ Army Sergeant Jack Hennessy, 21 
Naperville IL ~ Army Corporal Casey Hills, 23, Salem IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Joshua Hines, 26, Olney IL ~ 
Army Staff Sergeant Lincoln Hollinsaid, 27, Malden IL ~ Marine Corps Lance Corporal Raymond Holzhauer, 19, Dwight 
IL ~ Marine Corps Sergeant Nickolas Hopper, 27, Montrose IL ~ Army Private First Class Gunnar Hotchkin, 31, Naperville 
IL ~ Army Sergeant Jessica Housby, 23, Rock Island IL ~ Army Specialist Cory Hubbell, 20, Urbana IL ~ Navy Petty 
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